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From Pastor Chris 

The morning air is brisk, some of  the leaves are starting to turn, and Starbucks is 
making record profits by selling endless ounces of  Pumpkin Spice Lattes – it must be 
Fall!  

In addition, Bethania’s programs are in full swing! The weekdays are filled with the 
sound of  laughter from the Preschool and After School program, Sunday school is 
off  and running, Theology Pub has started, and our committees are preparing for 
Thanksgiving, Advent, and Christmas. It’s incredible to look around and see a 
church that is ALIVE!  

Of  course, what stands out this month is the celebration of  Thanksgiving – a time rooted in the lore of  the first 
Europeans and Natives celebrating a shared feast as the Colonies began to take shape. Today this has shifted to 
a time focused on family, food, football, and the things we are thankful for.  

I want to open by sharing some of  the things I’m thankful for. First and foremost that starts with God. I’m 
constantly blown away at how blessed I am with even the simplest things. I have a roof  over my head, food to 
eat, and people to share this life with. That alone puts me in the upper echelon of  the world – and I have God to 
thank for that. But I’m also thankful for my relationship with God, the ways I feel God’s presence in my life, the 
way I see God’s work through the storms and the rainbows, and the ways God can use me to share his love with 
others.  

One of  the blessings I’m most thankful for is my wife, Livier, who was the greatest support in Chicago and in the 
transition to Solvang. She has sacrificed so much so I could pursue this call and I wouldn’t be where I am 
without her. I pray I can be a blessing to her the way she has been a blessing to me.  

Finally, I’m thankful for all of  you. The ways you’ve embraced us as “newbies” into this community and into 
your lives has been incredible and I’m so thankful for that! I’m also thankful for the ways we have entered into 
this shared ministry at Bethania, the ways you have been and continue to be involved, and the creative ways we 
look to being God’s presence in the future. I can only look ahead with joy and 
anticipation at where God will lead us next.  

What are you thankful for? I would absolutely love to hear about this from you! Send 
me an email, call me, or tell me when you see me at church. What are the things you’re 
thankful for this month? What ways have you experienced God’s blessings in your life? 
A good one – how have you experienced God throughout some of  the recent storms in 
your life? Give these some thought and if  you feel called, please share this with me or 
with someone close to you. I pray that all of  us, through the ups and the downs, can 
experience thankfulness this month and if  I can ever be there to help, let me know!  

In Thanksgiving For You, 
Pastor Chris 
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Council Highlights - Oct. 22, 2015 

* Council approved holding the Fall Annual Meeting on Nov. 15 after worship service. 
* November 22 is the date all or most new members can be present to celebrate their membership. 
* The four 8th grade students in Confirmation met on Oct. 18 and are using a new curriculum. 
* Council approved Memorial/Tribute Gifts Committee recommendation to fund: 
   1. An ADA Accessible, red concrete and quartzite fountain for the playground (up to $1,555); 
   2. Replating or replacing chalices, and purchasing needed easels and altar cloth (up to $1,100);     
   3. Repurposing the grass areas in the courtyard – only conceptual at this time. 
* Council approved a tentative 2015-16 budget with understanding that 
   there may be additional revisions before the Fall Annual Meeting. 
* Council approved the Preschool recommendation that the church accept the Strandskov children’s gift of  a 
memorial bench on the playground, in light of  the special circumstances that their parents’ home was built on 
this site. 
* The Property Committee has found it very difficult to get the workmen to actually come and repair the 
sanctuary doors, but efforts to solve this problem continue.  The Committee was given permission to hire an 
electrician to replace the wiring of  the light fixture over the door. 
* Council was unable to approve two requests for use of  the Parish Hall on Monday-Friday because of  
Preschool and After School licensing restrictions when children are on site.  Council observed that more groups 
are using the Parish Hall on weekends this year. 

Nancy Emerson 
Secretary 

All Saints’ Sunday  

Nov. 1 is All Saints’ Sunday.  We will light candles in honor  our  loved ones who have died since Nov. 1, 2014 
and Oct. 31, 2015.  We invite everyone to attend this very special service. 

Johnnie Rasmussen              
Andy Narver                

Mildred Carlsen                       
Bob Tucker                                         

Verna Grunow                          
Pat Olesen                   

Ken Adamek                            
Dorleen Simonsen                        

Ken Bebernes                           
David Blanton  
Bent Clausen                          

Ed Lunde 
David Wilson                                        

Svend Laugesen           
Deanna Jacobsen                     

Poul Bramsen                           
Jean Pedersen                                   
Bo Pedersen                 
Doris Martin 

All others we name in our hearts 
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Bethania Preschool and After School News 

By the time you read this, our preschoolers will have enjoyed “scaring” Atterdag Village residents with their 
costumes as their Halloween Parade wended its way through Village buildings on Oct. 30.  Other off-site 
activities this fall included visits to an apple farm and a pumpkin patch. 

We welcomed Anahi Uribe as an afternoon aide beginning Oct. 12. 

We hope that very soon, foundation and utilities work will be underway so our new building can come by truck 
down Highway 101 from Santa Maria where it was built.   City of  Solvang plan checks, done by a non-local 
firm, caused unexpected delays. 

Special thanks go to our director, Eileen Knotts, who has done double duty as teacher, playground supervisor 
and new staff  mentor along with administrative responsibilities this fall.   Our experienced staff  members 
deserve thanks, too, for their “beyond the call of  duty” service during this time. All are eagerly anticipating the 
return of  our teacher in early November, who has been on medical  leave after surgery. 

Preschool Board 

Book Discussion Group 
The Book Discussion Group will meet on Wednesday, Nov. 21 or Nov. 28 at 2 pm in the Parish Hall.  The group 
is discussing Luther the Reformer: The Story of  the Man and His Career by James M. Kittelson.  Everyone is 
welcome to attend.  Watch for the exact date in the Sunday announcements. 

The Choir is Back!!!! 

The choir is meeting Thursday evenings at 7:30 pm in the church.  If  you enjoy singing, want to learn, or want 
to serve in this way, please come.  Kathryn Imani is leading the choir. 

Congratulations! 
Congratulations to Neal Abello who recently competed in the Huntsman World Senior Games.  Neil won two 
gold medals and two silver medals in cycling for his Division III 70-74 age group.  Way to go Neal! 

Directory Update 

If  you had your picture taken for the recent pictorial directory, you are entitled to a complimentary directory.  
Please contact Kristyl in the church office if  you have not yet received one. 

Corrections: Please make the following corrections in the directory. 

Bob Petersen, 805-688-4188 
Tom & Carolynn, 805-688-6243 
Doug & Allison Piligian, Tyler, 805-686-2958 

Ann Tucker, P O B 873, Solvang  CA  93464-0873 
806-693-1030 
tuctip@comcast.net 
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The Santa Ynez Jewish Community Invites Everyone to 

The Santa Ynez Valley Interfaith Thanksgiving Service

���
Tuesday, Nov. 24, 2014

7:00 pm
at St. Mark’s-in-the-Valley Episcopal Church

2901 Nojoqui Road, Los Olivos, California

With Participation of
Pine Mountain Buddhist Temple

Old Mission Santa Inés Roman Catholic Church
St. Mark’s-in-the-Valley Episcopal Church

Islamic Center of Lompoc
Santa Ynez Valley Jewish Community

Bethania Lutheran Church

An Invitation to Sing in the Interfaith Thanksgiving Choir 

St. Mark's-in-the-Valley will host the Interfaith Thanksgiving Service this year. It will be held on Tuesday Nov.   
24th at 7pm. We would like to invite you to sing with the choir and will be rehearsing on Thursdays in 
November from 7 to 7:30 pm (the first part of  our regular choir rehearsal) and also on Saturday Nov. 21st from 
10am to 12 noon. Please let us know if  you are interested! 

Nichole Dechaine, Director of  Choral Music  - dechaine@gmail.com 
Bev Staples, Organist - bevstaples58@gmail.com 
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Leftovers 

Soon, thanksgiving will be here!  We will begin the thanksgiving meal with prayer.  When we begin serving the 
thanksgiving meal, we will have passed the food in a manner that tried to make certain our guests were served 
first.  When the meal has ended and cleanup has begun, we will begin packaging up the leftovers.  We divide up 
the packages so that we can give some to each of  our guests to take home with them. 

Our lifelong stewardship is much like the thanksgiving meal.  We make certain that the first fruits are given to 
God before satisfying our own needs.  At the end of  our life, there will be leftover gifts from God which we no 
longer need as we enter into His Kingdom.  Before our departure, we package those gifts into a will or trust.  We 
put names on the packages in the way of  beneficiaries of  financial assets.  Was God present at your table during 
your lifetime?  Is God’s name on one of  the leftover packages?   

To help plan your leftover gifts through a will, trust or financial asset, contact our ELCA Gift Planner, Greg 
Shepherd at (909)910-6823 or gregory.shepherd@elca.org 

Memorial/Tribute Gifts Fund 
The former memorial fund committee met Oct. 6 and discussed changing the name of  the group and redefining 
its purpose.   A motion to rename the committee Memorial/Tribute Gifts Fund was passed unanimously with 
the support of  Pastor Chris. The change was also approved by church council on Oct 22. 

The new name and purpose follows: 
  
Memorial/Tribute Gifts Fund: 

Memorial donations are in remembrance of  someone and are sometimes designated for a specific purpose.  
Tribute gifts may be made to recognize birthdays, anniversaries, or accomplishments of  an individual and are 
typically undesignated and can be used to support one of  the many ministries of  our church. An ad hoc 
committee (reporting to the church council) has been formed to monitor these resources and consider 
applications from committee chairs to fund various projects.  The council makes final decision on committee 
recommendations. 
  
Adding the option of  tribute gifts will help  increase resources so that more funding to support the goals of  
Bethania will be available.  We ask the congregation to consider the fund as a possible way of  honoring an 
individual.  A card will be sent to the honoree notifying them of  your gift (amount will not be disclosed) and a 
receipt for tax purposes will be sent to the donor. 
  
All committee chairs were sent application forms in early September for funding requests to be considered 
at the October committee meeting. With the  final approval by church council the following grants were 
approved: 
  
1) A concrete drinking fountain, AD accessible and state mandated, will be installed on the large playground 
near the new building  of  the Preschool & After School.  This application was submitted by the Preschool and 
will range $1365 - $1555. 
  
2) Small, new chalices or replating of  the current ones, easels and altar cloth were requested by Worship and 
Music committee for a total of  $1,100. 
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The next meeting of  the committee to discuss funding applications will be Tuesday January 5 , 2016.  The 
process is simple.  Completely fill out the application form and submit to the church office by 2 p.m.on the due 
date. 

Some applications submitted in October had missing information and weren't eligible. Please try again if  that 
occurred with  an application from your committee.  

Memorials 

In the past year we have received memorials in memory of   
	 	  
	 	 Elisabeth Jacobsen	 	 Bob Rasmussen	 	 Kurt Hoj 
	 	 Erik Kargard	 	 	 Bernice Dotz	 	 	 Ed Hansen 
	 	 Jerry McConnell	 	 Risse Wilson	 	 	 Johannes Jaeger 
	 	 Don Sorenson		 	 Lori Ann Marsh	 	 Sonja Cartwright	  
	 	 Rick Johnson	 	 	 Chelsea Brunell	 	 Mildred Carlsen 
	 	 Walter Korbin		 	 Virginia Nielsen	 	 Pat Olesen	  
	 	 Arnold Truman	 	 Arne Plam	 	 	 Ken Adamek	  
	 	 Paul Lundquist	 	 Dorleen Simonsen	 	 Ken Bebernes 
	 	 Larry Marsh	 	 	 Ed Lunde	 	 	 Daryl Nielsen	  
	 	 David Wilson	 	 	 Svend Laugesen 

We are grateful to everyone who makes a donation in memory of  a loved one.  We appreciate these gifts so 
much! 

Mustache/“No Shave” Movember 

Join the Bethania Lutheran Movember Team!!!!  

For those of  you who don’t know, Movember is a month dedicated to raising money and awareness for men’s 
health. Movember started by focusing on specific issues such as testicular and prostate cancer, but has expanded 
to include overall men’s health as well. Money raised goes to research and treatment for cancer, as well as 
programs geared towards increasing men’s health and wellness.  

So I’m starting a Bethania Lutheran Movember Team and I’m inviting anyone who wants to join or participate! 
There are several ways you can do this. 
 
JOIN: Go to www.movember.com and create a “Mo Bro” or “Mo 
Sister” profile (it’s really easy). Then join the “Bethania Lutheran” 
Team by searching for “Bethania Lutheran”.  

Once you join, you can help fundraise by growing a rockin’ mustache, 
or a full-face beard (my mustache still looks really creepy so I’ll be 
letting my whole face go and see what happens). If  you can’t grow 
facial hair, Movember is having a “MOVE” campaign as well, in which 
you commit to some kind of  activity on each of  the 30 days of  
November.  

As you are part of  growing out your awesome beard or sweet 
mustache, or if  you commit to “MOVE”, the next step is letting your 
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family, friends, neighbors, colleagues, whoever know about what you’re doing and let them help out by 
donating to this awesome cause. The Movember site has great tools to help you do this, but remember we’re 
doing this together, so ask me for help if  you’re shy or having trouble. We’ll be able to track our progress as 
individuals and as a team.  

Participate: The BIGGEST need in all of  this is fundraising and if  you can’t join the team there are still a few 
great ways you can help. First, support the members of  our team with compliments and encouragement. 
Second, share what we’re doing with your family and friends. And third, please donate whatever you can: 

Go to www.movember.com and click the “donate” tab. This will direct you to a simple search tool that will allow 
you to search for our team, “Bethania Lutheran”. From here, you can choose to donate to the team or to a 
member. If  you would rather not donate online you can make cash donations to the team or a member as well. 
If  you have any questions about any of  this please call me, (626) 422-9967. I’m really looking forward to a great 
Movember!  

With Excitement, 
Pastor Chris 

Noisy Sunday: Nov. 15th   Make Change for the Better 

Bring your change to church on Sunday, Nov. 15.  We will have another “Noisy Offering.”  Various 
organizations benefit from the change we bring. 

In Our Prayers, In Our Hearts 

Immediate Prayer Concerns: Caylin & Katy Corlee, Lisa Demeter, Armando Franco, Sandra Gomez, 
Melissa Kargard, Ellis McDaniel,  Roger Myers, Bryan, Jennifer & Jayce Petersen, Ann Reading 

Other Prayer Concerns: Esther Bates, Jim Blanton,  Joe & Pat Bode, Annette Bredall, Chris Frederiksen, Kay 
Corlee,  Nanette Dacuy-cuy, Dolores Dedering, Lois De Meyer, George Eckman, Terri Elwess, Dick Fowler, 
Debbie Fritts, Dolores Gehrs, Chris Gideon, Arla Hoj, Michael Jech, Robert Jennings (friend of  Fred & Genie 
Machetanz), Gladys Jorgensen, Jennifer Juel, Chris Kaping, Richard Lindekens, Rick Marzullo, Marjorie Mee, 
Denise Morris, Patricia Myers, Ned Nelson, Helen Nielsen, Marie Ostertag, Marc & Laurie Owens, Grete 
Parma, Jensen Paulus (baby), Larry Rasmussen, Audrey Robinson, Scotty Sexton, Lee  Statom, Mike Stinson, 
Cora Vandecar, Tina Walen, Ann Wallace, Betty Wilkes, Alisha & Anna Marie Wilson, Robert Workman, Brian 
Coover 

With Care and Keeping got the family and loved ones of… 
Jean Pedersen who died Oct. 6, 2015. 
Bo Pedersen who died Oct. 15.  Bo’s Remembrance and Celebration of  Life Service was Oct. 23 here at the 
church. 

Simply Giving Automatic Withdrawals 

Do you know that you can have your offering automatically withdrawn from your bank account and deposited 
into Bethania’s account?  You set up how much you want to contribute and when you want it deposited, on the 
1st of  the month or the 15th.  Please contact Kristyl in the church office.  She can send you a form by mail or 
email.  Your donations will appear on your annual offering statement.  Simply Giving makes giving simple! 

�7

http://www.movember.com


Report from the Produce Table 

Thanks to your contributions of  produce and flowers, as well as your generosity in “putting gifts in the pot,” we 
have raised $2,000 to fight World Hunger through the ELCA Good Gifts Program.  We previously sent 
$1,119.55 and purchased a goat, a pig, mosquito netting, a grove of  fruit trees, 7000 water purification tablets, a 
community fish farm, sheep and baby hicks.  At the end of  October we will be sending and additional $880.45 
to double down on many of  the above projects and make an even greater difference in our world. 

As of  Sept. 20, we are channeling the gifts at the Produce Table to the Santa Ynez Valley Service extension of  
the Salvation Army.  AS of  Oct. 25th, we have gathered $816.42.  These funds will be distributed through the 
Sheriff ’s Department and to the California Highway Patrol offices sending children to summer camp, providing 
vouchers for meals, fuel and/or emergency lodging including “safe haven” for domestic violence victims.  Funds 
are also used to furnish gift certificates for food, especially over Christmas in conjunction with St. Vincent de 
Paul. 

Looking at my garden…the Produce Table will probably close the second Sunday in November.  But, if  you 
have something for the table, give me a call and I will make it happen. 

Carolynn Petersen 
688-6243 

Providing Memorable Hospitality  

In addition to enjoying the angelic voices of  the Danish Girls Choir members at their concert, some of  our 
families became acquainted with the real people whose voices enchanted an enthusiastic audience on Thursday, 
Oct. 15. 

The following families provided evening snacks, bed and breakfast for these fifteen girls and the three adults 
accompanying them: 

	 	 Neal and Emily Abello 
	 	 Chris and Livier Brown 
	 	 Fred and Nancy Emerson 
	 	 Robert, Alice, Valerie and Sevin Laufer 
	 	 Jerry and Connie Mackey 
	 	 Stewart and Sheila Mee 
	 	 Don, Sheila, Eric and Thompson 
	 	 Ann Tucker 

This hospitality was particularly appreciated by the girls, their director, her husband and a mom for they had not 
had showers for four nights and had been using sleeping bags at a church stay. 

The Danish group enjoyed lunch and an afternoon hiking at the Sedgwick Reserve with Fred Emerson before 
coming to the church for rehearsal and supper.      

And if  you need a caterer, just call Chris Brown.  He singlehandedly prepared two soups, salad and bread – just 
the meal needed by singers before a concert.   The girls were full of  praise for his cooking talents. 
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Thank You’s 

We would like to thank our church family and friends for all the prayers and support we received during Mark’s 
treatment for kidney cancer. With prayer, wonderful doctors and God’s grace, Mark is now in remission.  

Thank you all,  
Mark & Brenda Anderson 

Dear Bethania Lutheran Endowment Fund,  

Thank you so very much for the generous scholarship towards my graduate studies!  I’m a month in to my 
classes and love my program.  I can’t wait to share about my experiences this academic year which would not be 
possible without help from you all. 

Thank you, 
Jessamyn Boltz 
  
Theology Pub 

At our last meeting of  the Theology Pub, we had 36 people.  Theology Pub will meet at the Solvang Brewing 
Company on the Third Wednesday of  every month and will next meet Nov. 18, at 7pm. We’ll either be in the 
Windmill Room or out in the patio by the fireplace. This is also a great way we can support one of  our local 
businesses so bring your appetites and feel free to order some of  their delicious food. For questions, call or email 
me! I look forward to seeing you!  

Pastor Chris 

Thrivent Opportunities 

We have a new Thrivent Action Team project, with which many may want to help.   If  you attended the Adult  
Forum on Oct.18, you already know about the Purple Stride Walk on Nov. 14.  

Lois and Don DeMeyer, Mary Dotz, Kathy Dotz Belen, Mike and Sandy Bjorkland, all connected to our Valley, 
will be walking to financially support the Pancreatic Cancer Action Network. This national and regional 
organization supports pancreatic cancer research, education, community outreach, government advocacy and 
also very much needed patient services. 

You can join this Thrivent Action Team with 20 members on its walk by donating online to Purple Stride.org, 
Team Lois or by getting your donation directly to Lois before November 14.  Of  course, donations to the 
organization can be made at anytime online. 

No church or preschool Thrivent Choice Dollars were reported in September.  If  you own non-bank or 
investment Thrivent products, you are probably eligible to direct Choice Dollars.   If  you have not tried 
directing them, it is easy to call Thrivent at 1-800-236-3736, ask for Choice Dollars and tell them you want your 
Dollars to go to Bethania Lutheran Church, Bethania Preschool or Solvang Lutheran Home (now known locally 
as Atterdag Village.)   Many Lutheran related and other non-profits participate also. 

Nancy Emerson, 
Thrivent Congregational Advocate 
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Grenaa Church Girls Choir & Hosts

Lou Fox Bender refinishing the nativity set.

The church Halloween Party

Allie & Mia Andersen helping at the Halloween Party.

Thanks to David Nelson, Lynne Hemming & Emmy Abello.



November 2015
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 
Daylight Saving 
ends at 2 am. 
9:30 Worship: 
CH 
9:30 am Sunday 
School: FR 
11 am Adult 
Forum

2 

7 pm Worship & 
Music Mtg: 
OFC 

8 pm AA: FR

3 

7 pm Christian 
Ed. Mtg: FR

4 

11:30 am 
Chapel:CH 

5  

2 pm Chapel: 
CH 

7:30 pm Choir 
Practice: CH 

6 7 

Alpha Pi 
Enchilada Sale: 
KIT

8 
9:30 am 
Worship: PH 
9:30 Sunday 
School: FR 
11 am Adult 
Forum 
11 am 
Confirmation 
Class: OFC

9 

7 pm Finance 
Cmt. Mtg:OFC 

8 pm AA: FR

10 11 
Veterans’ Day 

12:45 pm 
Swing/Quilting 
Group: PH 

12 

2 pm Chapel: 
CH 
7:30 pm Choir 
Practice: CH 

13 14

15 

9:30 am 
Worship: PH 
“Noisy 
Offering” 
9:30 Sunday 
School: FR 
11 am Annual 
Mtg, pt.1: PH  

16 

8 pm AA: FR

17 18 

11:30 am 
Chapel:CH 

6 pm “Touch the 
Truck Mtg.”: FR 
7 pm Theology 
Pub: Solvang 
Brewing 
Company 

19 
10 am 
Communion: 
AV 
10:30 am Gather 
Bible Study:AV 
2:30 pm 
Preschool Board 
Mtg: FR 
7 pm Council 
Mtg:FR 
7:30 pm Choir: 
Practice CH 

20 21

22 
9:30 am 
Worship: PH 
9:30 Sunday 
School: FR 
11 am Adult 
Forum

23 

8 pm AA:FR

24 

7:00 pm 
Interfaith 
Thanksgiving 
Service at St. 
Mark’s Episcopal 
Church, Los 
Olivos

25 26 

Thanksgiving - 
The Office and 
Preschool/After 
School are 
closed.

27 

The Office and 
Preschool/After 
School are 
closed.

28

29 
1st Sunday in 
Advent 
9:30 am 
Worship: PH 
11 am Adult 
Forum 

30 

8 pm AA:FR

CH = Church 
PH = Parish 
Hall 
FR = Fireside 
Room 
AV = Atterdag 
Village of  
Solvang
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Preschool/After School  
(805)688-7077 
bethaniaps@verizon.net

Pastor: Chris Brown 
Office Manager: Kristyl Downey 
Preschool/After School Director:  
	 Eileen Knotts 

Church Council: 
Pastor Chris Brown 
President: Marilyn Larsen 
Vice-President: Barbara Kargard 
Treasurer: Ron Walsh 
Secretary: Nancy Emerson 
Annalisa Nearn 
Tom Dimmette 
Alma Lancaster 
Robert Laufer 
Kevin McConnell 
Youth: Vladimir McConnell 

Sunday Schedule 
9:30 am Worship  
9:30 am Sunday School 
11:00 am Adult Forum 

Happy Thanksgiving

When I am surrounded by troubles, 
   	  you keep me safe. 
You save me by your power. 

You will do everything  
	 you have promised; 
    	 	  

	 	 Lord, your love is eternal. 
from Psalm 138
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