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The Experience of God 

Well, Livier and I made it back safe and sound from Europe. We had an incredible 
time being immersed in different cultures and eating our way through London, 
Paris, Rome, and Venice. We saw where empires once stood, where Western 
Christianity began, churches so old they make Bethania look new, and discovered 
such wonderful diversity in the various cultures we encountered. It’s a trip neither 
of us will ever forget.  

I took several books with me to pass the time by in the airports and on the planes, 
one of which was a book called The Naked Now, by Richard Rohr. This is a book 

that has me completely enamored and has enhanced my faith by leaps and bounds. The thesis of the book is that 
through contemplation, meditation, and simply being present, acts that have been around in eastern religions for 
over a millennia, we can truly experience our faith and our relationship with God, now. What a concept, right?  

Thinking on this, I wonder to myself, how many times in my life have I experienced God in a present 
moment? Sadly, I think I might be able to count it on both my hands. More often than not, I discover God’s 
presence in hindsight. I get too caught up in my own head, my own agendas that I don’t recognize God standing 
right next to me. If you feel this way, too, don’t fret. Rohr explains in his book that this is a product of Western 
Christianity. As Christianity became a mechanism for the powerful, the experience of faith lost ground to being 
morally acceptable and the crusade to get into heaven after death. The allegorical uses of heaven and hell were 
replaced with literal expectations and the gift of living this life was forgotten by Western civilization. And the 
mission of the church shifted from sharing the Good News of the Gospel as experiential, to sharing the Good 
News of the Gospel to get into heaven. 

We have lost this experience of God. In fact, when it comes to feeling the presence of God, now, we are 
infants in our spiritual development. This realization has been a spiritual slap to the face for me, and I have 
found myself yearning for that experience, yearning to feel the presence of God in the midst of my own 
vulnerabilities and my own imperfections and to not just hear that I’m a beloved child of God, but to FEEL it.  

I’m very curious, how many of you feel this way? How many of you yearn to experience in a present 
moment, the love of God in your life, the beauty of God in the creation around us, the face of God in the 
stranger walking by? Ultimately, I think this is the central point of our faith. Not getting into heaven after we 
die, but experiencing heaven while we live. If you’re thinking to yourself, “That sounds great Pastor Chris! So 
how do we do that?” The short answer is I don’t know. But I think exploring that answer together as individuals 
and as a church is part of the solution. I’d love to hear your thoughts.  

 In Christ’s Love,  
 Pastor Chris 
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Blessing of the Animals 

We are excited to announce that we’re bringing back the Blessing of the Animals! This is a long tradition started 
in memory of St. Francis of Assisi. St. Francis was known for his immense contributions to helping the poor, 
but he was also known for his love of God’s animals and God’s creation. We will honor St. Francis by honoring 
our animals on Oct. 2nd at 11 am, right after worship. We will gather outside, just behind the sanctuary, so bring 
your fur-babies for a blessing and thanksgiving for all the love and companionship they bring into our lives!  

Book Discussion Group 

The book group will meet Wednesday, Oct. 19 at 2 pm in the Parish Hall and will finish Pastrix:  The Cranky, 
Beautiful Faith of a Sinner & Saint by Nadia Bolz-Weber.  It is a memoir and faith journey of a former standup 
comic turned Lutheran pastrix (a negative term used by some Christians who refuse to recognize women as 
pastors). She has founded a thriving ELCA mission church in Denver,  House for All Sinners and Saints.  We 
always welcome new members.   

Change of Address 

David & Rebecca Nelson, 6525 Camino Caseta, Goleta  CA  93117 

Dia De Los Muertos/Day of the Dead 

I was speaking with Pastor Chris recently and 
brainstorming ideas for community outreach.  He most 
graciously invited me to write this to share with you.  
Read to the end to find out about an opportunity for you 
to take part in this wonderful celebration of life at 
Bethania this year! 

Día de los muertos is an autumn holiday in Mexico and 
Latin American countries.  It has widespread observance 
in both homes and businesses in not only those countries 
but for people of that ancestry all over the world.  Día de 
los muertos falls each year on Oct. 31 through Nov. 2. 

People often confuse día de los muertos with Halloween 
and indeed some of the imagery is the same.  The skeleton (la calavera) is a revered symbol for both holidays.  
Our American Halloween celebration has, however, no religious connection, while día de los muertos is filled 
with a deep alliance to God, life, and afterlife. 

Disclaimer:  The following is a culmination of several decades of my hands on study, from countless interviews 
both here and abroad with those whose heritage reflects this holiday, and through research and readings.  Please 
know that this is my personal interpretation of something I am very passionate about.  I would love to hear from 
those who may know it differently or have something to add! 

The celebration begins with families tending to the graves of those they love.  Tombstones are cleaned and 
decorated with much care.  The traditional flower used to decorate both the tombstones and altars is the 



marisuchil/marigold.  They are bright orange, tall and leggy, and have a most distinctive fragrance.  This 
cleaning and decorating is done by the entire family in the days directly preceding día de los muertos.  In 
Mexico entire markets spring up at this time of the year to offer decorations such as pan de muerto/dead bread 
(bread baked in the shape of skulls) and calaveras which are skeletons in all shapes and sizes, many playfully 
representing occupations and situations (bride and groom skeletons, teacher skeletons, etc.).  For those who are 
interested there are local bakeries in Santa Barbara who bake these special seasonal offerings as well.   

The altar (be it in the home or business) is the other key part of the observance.  Traditionally the altar is built 
upon a table and has seven different levels.  It is believed that during día de los muertos the spirits of our loved 
ones come home to visit.  Therefore the altar is covered with the favorite foods, mementos, and photographs of 
the loved ones.  The path from the front door to the altar is strewn with the petals from the marisuchil plant to 
light the way home.  There is a chair placed alongside the altar so that the spirits may rest after their long 
journey, and a cool glass of water awaiting them.  The altar is very colorful with huge bouquets of marisuchil 
and covered in textiles of black, orange, and purple with accents of all bright colors so typical in Mexican 
culture.  Behind the altar is an arch typically built of caña/sugar cane and covered in marisuchil blossoms – the 
philosophy being that the arch is the bridge from the afterworld back into the here and now to help our loved 
ones come return for these few precious days.  The elements are represented on the altar – the glass of water, a 
small dish of salt to represent earth, candles to represent fire, and papel picado/cut paper to flutter in the breeze 
and represent the wind.  Copal (resin) incense is also burned and provides a unique and beautiful fragrance as it 
wafts among the table groaning with colorful foods and photographs. 

The feeling tone of this holiday is a mix of happy and sad.  There are tears of sorrow as loved ones who have 
passed are remembered.  This sadness is intermingled with much celebration as stories are told, music is played, 
and a feast is consumed.  Everyone turns out at the graveyards on Oct. 31.  They bring food and guitars and 
hundreds of candles light the night and into dawn the next day.  For the next two days the celebration is in the 
home -- Nov. 1 is the day to remember the babies and children who have passed.  Nov. 2 is to remember adults.  

I hope you have enjoyed reading about this special celebration.  I cannot tell you how important it is, as in this 
loving way those who have passed are never forgotten.  And here is where you come in -- we are going to have 
an altar at Bethania this year!  It will be set up in October to the right of the pulpit in the church, and all are 
invited to participate.  You may place on the altar a photograph or memento of your loved ones, or simply write 
their name or something about them on a slip of paper and place it on the altar.  As our church is open to the 
public this will be something they will enjoy as well.  I do however encourage you to make photocopies of 
photographs rather than place originals there that could not be replaced should something happen to them.  You 
may wish to keep this in mind with mementos also – please do not place anything irreplaceable on the altar.  
Children are encouraged to participate as well! For example they can draw a picture of a beloved pet that has 
passed.  I think this will be a very special way for us as a church family to show honor to our loved ones that 
they who are so indelibly woven into the tapestries of our heritage and ancestry are never forgotten. 

- Robin Gehrs 

Gather Bible Study 

The monthly Bible study will be held on Thursday, Oct. 20 at 10:30 in the Atterdag Lounge. We are learning a 
lot under the leadership of Connie Mackey. The discussion will be based on Jesus' parable about workers in the 
vineyard, found in Matthew 20:1-16. The study is printed in the October issue of Gather magazine. If you want 
a copy, call Anabelle at 688-4687. 



Your Help Needed for Bethania’s 
Halloween Party! 

The annual Halloween Party will be held on Saturday, Oct. 29th – and it’s coming soon. 
(Hard to imagine with the hot weather!) We need volunteers of all types and abilities, to 
help make our party for the little revelers a fun and safe event. 

Please consider if you are available to help in any of these areas: 

Decorate/Setup 
➢ Friday, Oct. 28 – 6:00-8:00 pm 
➢ Saturday, Oct. 29 - 9:00-11:00 am 

Party Helpers 
➢ Saturday, Oct. 29th - 5:30-7:30 pm 

– We need your help with running Booths & Games - Pizza Dinner - Taking Photos – Donation of Bags of 
Wrapped Candy or Dessert items – your Attendance at the Event! 

Clean Up Crew 
➢ Sunday, Oct. 30th after Coffee time 

We will be having a meeting in October to talk about our plans for this year’s event – watch the bulletins for 
more info. Other needs include taking posters out for publicity and personally inviting people with children to 
attend. 

If you can help or would like to make a donation towards party costs, please contact the Church Office  at 
688-4637 or bethania.lutheran@verizon.net or Linda Marzullo (688-5219 W; 688-3059 H; 451-5548 C)  or 
vikingpressprint@verizon.net 

This is our biggest outreach to families with children during the year – please help us make it fun for all! 

Memorials/Tribute Committee 

The time is now for all committees of Bethania to submit applications for funding from the Memorial Tribute 
committee.  Currently, $12,400.00 is available for distribution.  Applications are available from Kristyl in the 
church office and are due Tuesday, Oct. 11, 2016.  To date, grants have been given to the following committees 
or groups: 

Church Office: digital camera    Preschool: concrete outdoor water fountain  
Outreach: pop-up canopies for outdoor events Christian Education: roller blinds for the fireside room 
Worship & Music: altar cloths, chalices and easels Church Council: welcome sign for front of church 
Church: Christmas tree 
  
Please take this opportunity to apply for funding.  The objective of the committee is to put these financial 
resources to work!  We look forward to helping fund projects around Bethania. 

For questions call Liz Beeler: 686-4783 
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Noisy Offering Oct. 16, 2016 
October’s Noisy Offering will benefit Middle Circle, a ministry community in San Francisco.  We have recently 
formed a partnership with this group to support and learn from this new, exciting ministry.   

Curiosity, Community and Social Good 

Middle Circle helps the SF Bay Area to strengthen local connections and make 
positive impact in our neighborhoods. We seek to develop  communities 
centered around common values, meaning-making, belonging and openness 
through service opportunities, deep conversations, compassionate relationships, 
and fun activities. 

Middle Circle Explained 

We all have a need for authentic, deep human connections. Our closest circle of family and friends, our “Inner 
Circle,” is usually composed of people who have similar backgrounds and view-points as ourselves. Our “Outer 
Circle,” acquaintances we see once in a while, are too distant from us to fully be aware of what’s happening in 
their lives. There’s a gap that modern American life is no longer fulfilling with the dramatic loss of the “Middle 
Circle,” a community composed of familiar and friendly people who may differ from us in socio-economic 
background, race, age, and education level; who would support and care for us in times of need and challenge 
us in our view-points, expanding our horizons. We seek to overcome social barriers to create authentic 
communities which foster deep and meaningful connections and a strong sense of belonging. 

We like to think of ourselves as an emerging church-like community. Many of us identify as the spiritual but not 
religious type, some are spiritual and religious, and some of us might say we are neither spiritual nor religious. 
Our community is bonded through shared values rather than particular beliefs or dogma. We value kindness, 
honesty, love, service, compassion and building an inclusive community where we can be vulnerable and know 
that we will be accepted for who we are. 

Thank you to all who contributed the Noisy Offering on Sept. 18th. We received $214.00 which will be used to 
help offset the cost of shipping all of our School Supply Kits (200) and Personal Care Kits (127+) from the 
LWR warehouse to where they are needed in the world. Thank you for your support of this project – these kits 
will make a world of difference to so many! 

Thanks for making “change” happen! 

“On the Trail of Martin Luther” Presentation 
Put it on your calendar!!! “On the Trail of Martin Luther” presentation will be on Oct. 5th, in the Parish Hall at 
6:30 pm. This presentation will include a video of the trip to Germany that Pastor Chris will be leading in 
October of 2017.  

If you would like to attend, please call the church office at (805) 688-4637 to RSVP. This will be a wonderful 
and informative presentation and will be accompanied with lemonade and cookies. Also, please bring a deposit 
of $530 if you would like to sign up for the trip. And of course, if you have any questions, please call the office. 
See you there!  

- Pastor Chris 



In Our Prayers, In Our Hearts 
For Comfort and Support for the family and loved ones of … 

Svend Olesen who died Sept. 4, 2016. 
Martha Ringer who died Sept. 4, 2016. 
Ruth Haladayna who died Sept. 14, 2016. 
Anker Nielsen who died Sept. 14, 2016. 

Immediate Prayer Concerns: Kristen Bates, Brianna Ceballos, Pat Green, and Norma Pedersen 

Other Prayer Concerns: Suzanne Asselstine, Esther Bates, Joe & Pat Bode, Annette Clausen, Caylin, Katy 
& Kay Corlee, Wayne Countryman, Nanette Dacuy-cuy, Dolores Dederding, Don DeLaney, Robin Denny, 
Lois De Meyer, George Eckman, Terri Elwess,  Armando Franco, Chris Frederiksen, Debbie Fritts, Dolores 
Gehrs, Chris Gideon, Rob Glaus, Marion Hallum, Arla Hoj, Michael Jech, Robert & Gail Jennings, Chris 
Kaping, Kate Knotts, Richard Lindekens, Ethel Litwiler, Linda & Rick Marzullo, Denise Morris, Roger 
Myers, Helen Nielsen, Marie Ostertag, Marc & Laurie Owens, Norma Pedersen, Doyle Phillips, Jonathan 
Poldberg, Audrey Robinson, Chris Roed, Scotty Sexton, Rose Skytt, Lee Statom, Clay Tremblay-McGaw, 
Cora Vandecar, Tina Walen, Ann Wallace, Alisha & Anna Marie Wilson and Robert Workman 

Produce Table Update 
Thanks to the generosity of our providers and our donors, we exceeded our goal for the ELCA Hunger Appeal 
through the Good Gifts program. You donated $1500 which qualified us for the match of $400, for a total gift of 
$1900. As of September 18th, $225 has been given towards support of the SYV Extension of the Salvation 
Army. This local extension helps with the needs of local families, sending children to camp, and assisting 
stranded travelers. We are aiming for $900 to pick up the $300 Thrivent match to support our local needs. 
Please continue to check out the Produce Table and bring your excess produce, flowers, etc. to share. Shop our 
table, donate what you can, and help us meet our goals of supporting local families in need. 

If you want to help at the Table or have any questions, please contact Carolynn Petersen at 688-6243. 

Thank You!!! 

On behalf of the Outreach Committee I would like to express our sincere thanks to all those who helped and 
participated in the Danish Days float! It was a lot of fun and it is always a joy to have Bethania and its work 
shared with the community and beyond.   

A huge thank you goes out to Kevin McConnell and his family for all the work on building and tearing down 
the float.  Thanks also to Brigit Cassara for her help with decorating, getting posters printed, donating fruit 
chews to pass out and bringing along people to ride on the float.  I also want to thank those who came out on 
Friday night and Saturday morning to help with putting all of the work in on decorating, especially Karen 
Johnson, Donna Hinsbeeck, Brigit Cassara and of course Kevin!  Without all of your help this kind of positive 
community outreach for Bethania would not be able to happen!  And last but not least, thank you to everyone 
who was there to ride on, or walk with our float and represent Bethania in the parade!! It was hot, but I think it 
was worth it! 

With my gratitude, 
Marilyn Larsen 
  



Theology Pub  

Theology Pub meets Oct. 13 at 7 pm at the Solvang Brewing Company.  Join Pastor Chris and others for lively 
discussion, good food and drink and fun!!!! 

Thrivent Action Teams Help with School and Personal Care Kits 

Two Thrivent members, Nancy Emerson and Rosemary Thomas, formed action teams to help with the LWR 
School and Personal Care Kits assembled at our Day of Service. Two $250 seed money credit cards enabled 
bulk purchase of backpacks and towels and assistance with shipping the kits.  Participants in the Day of Service 
received Thrivent’s blue “Live Generously” T-shirts. 

Thrivent Choice donations in September pushed the year’s contributions to the Preschool to $3,143.   Please 
continue directing your Choice Dollars to the church, Preschool or Atterdag Village (Solvang Lutheran Home). 

Treasurer’s Report for Month of August 2016 

Balance Sheet: 

• The balance sheet continues to show a strong cash position. 
• All liabilities are current, with the only liability being the pension fund liability. 
• As the pre-school has not yet occupied the new building, it is not yet reflected on the church’s balance 

sheet.  We anticipate that will happen in the next 60 days, and then the building will be listed as a new 
fixed asset in the balance sheet. 

Profit & Loss Budget Performance: 

Income: 
• Total offerings for the month of August were $2,232 less than budgeted.  This is not uncommon during 

the summer months, especially August when many members are on vacation.  This is the first month this 
summer that this has happened, so it is not a major cause for concern at this time.  We still continue to be 
approximately $7,600 ahead of budgeted offerings for the first 8 months of the year (106% of budget). 

• While total income for the month is down by $2,311, total income for the year to date is up by $10,670 
(or 107% of budget). 

• Facility use receipts continue to be strong at 221% of budget through the first 8 months of the year.  The 
community is using the facilities at Bethania for many of their family events, community events, and 
enrichment classes such as Tai Chi, and art classes.  We are truly blessed to have wonderful facilities that 
are being used regularly and welcoming our neighbors. 

Expenses: 
• Salaries and benefits are up slightly.  This is largely due to the well-deserved salary increases to our 

Pastor and Office Manager – both of whom are faithful shepherds and servants of the Lord and Bethania 
Lutheran Church.  Even with those increases we are at 92% of budget.  This is largely due to not having 
filled the family ministry director position.  This position has now been filled by Livier Brown and will 
be funded beginning mid-October. 

• Staff expenses are at 80% of budgeted expenditures.  Office administration expenses are at 125% largely 
due to new phone system (the monthly charges are now less than we previously spent, but we had to buy 
out the contract for the former vendor). 



• Property expenses are 90% of budget, and utilities are slightly above budget at 104%, largely due to 
increased water and garbage bills (these however, are offset by the large increase of facility usage 
income). 

• All other expenditures are at or below budgeted expense with the exception of the Stewardship 
Committee.  The amount of $822 was to purchase giving envelopes.  The amount purchased will likely 
last us more than 2 years. 

Overall: 

Bethania continues to be very healthy financially and spiritually!!  With the addition of the Family Ministry 
Director position and the addition of a 2nd service, our budget will be challenged.  However, God will never 
give us a challenge we cannot meet without His help.  Your faithful stewardship and prayerful support will 
meet these challenges as Bethania moves forward to carry out the Lord’s mission for us. 

- Ron Walsh, Treasurer 

Worship & Music “Notes” 

The Worship and Music Committee is looking for volunteers to help with the second service as well as anyone 
interested in being on the committee. 

We meet about six times per year.  Duties include assisting and planning the worship service.  Please call Diana 
Boltz at 735 2274 if you are interested! 

Remember to wear red on Reformation Sunday, Oct. 30. 

You’re Invited!  

On Oct. 23rd, Bethania will be honoring Maria Jacobsen, a Danish Lutheran Missionary who ran an orphanage 
in Armenia during the Armenian Genocide. She is credited with saving the lives of thousands of Armenian 
orphans sought by the Turkish army.  

Together with the Armenian Church in Los Angeles, a bust of Maria Jacobsen will be erected on the south side 
of the sanctuary and a dedication is planned immediately following the 9:30 service on Oct. 23rd. After the 
dedication we will gather in the parish hall for a time of food, refreshments, and fellowship with our Armenian 
brothers and sisters.  

Everyone is invited to be part of the short dedication ceremony, and it would be very meaningful for me if you 
were present. Maria “Mama” Jacobsen not only represents our church in that she was a Danish Lutheran, but 
also our mission as Christians to find Christ in those who are oppressed and marginalized. Through her 
understanding of her faith, she provided shelter, sustenance, and safety to thousands of Armenian orphans when 
they needed it most. This is also a wonderful opportunity to join with people of a different culture than our own 
in shared fellowship. I hope we can express the same excitement and joy that the Armenian Church has 
expressed in this future celebration.  

Thanks and Blessings,  
Pastor Chris 
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(Photos by Dan Gehrs 
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ctober 2016 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

CH = Church 
PH = Parish Hall 
FR = Fireside 
Room 

OFC = Office 
AV = Atterdag 
Village of 
Solvang

1 
11 am Service 
for Svend 
Olesen: CH 
Lunch follows.

2 

9:30 am 
Worship: CH 
9:30 am Sunday 
School 
“Blessing of the 
Animals”: 
Courtyard Area

3 

6 pm Tai Chi:PH 
8 pm AA: FR

4 

11:30 am 
Chapel: CH

5 
3:30 pm Chapel: 
CH 
5-7 pm 
Confirmation: 
OFC 
6-8 pm Art 
Class: PH 
6:30 pm “On 
the Trail of  
Luther”: FR 
7 pm Choir: CH

6 7 8

9 
9:30 am 
Worship: CH 
9:30 am Sunday 
School: FR 
11 am Finance 
Cmt. Mtg: OFC

10 

6 pm Tai Chi:PH 
8 pm AA: FR

11 

11:30 am 
Chapel: CH 

2 pm Memorials 
Cmt. Mtg: OFC

12 
12:45 pm 
Quilting/
Sewing: PH 
3:30 pm Chapel: 
CH 
6-8 pm Art 
Class: PH 
7 pm Choir:FR

13 

7 pm Theology 
Pub: Solvang 
Brewing 
Company

14 15

16 

9:30 am 
Worship& Noisy 
Offering: CH 
9:30 am Sunday 
School: FR 
11 am Adult 
Forum: FR  

17 

6 pm Tai Chi:PH 
8 pm AA:FR

18 

11:30 am 
Chapel:CH 

19 
2 pm Book 
Discussion 
Group: PH 
3:30 pm Chapel: 
CH 
7 pm Choir:FR 
6-8 pm Art 
Class: PH 
7 pm Choir:FR

20 
10 am 
Communion: AV 
10:30 am Gather 
Bible Study:AV 
7 pm Council: 
FR

21 22

23 
9:30 am 
Worship: CH 
9:30 am Sunday 
School 
Maria Jacobsen  
Dedication 
5 pm Evening 
Worship: CH

24 

6 pm Tai Chi:PH 
8 pm AA:FR 

25 
11:30 am 
Chapel:CH 

26 

3:30 pm Chapel: 
CH 
7 pm Choir: FR 
6-8 pm Art 
Class: PH

27 

1:30 pm 
Preschool Board 
Mtg: FR 

28 29 

5:30 -7:30 pm 
Halloween 
Party: PH

30  
9:30 am 
Worship: CH 
9:30 am Sunday 
School 
5 pm Evening 
Worship: CH 

31 

Reformation
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Pastor: Chris Brown 
Office Manager: Kristyl Downey 
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Treasurer: Ron Walsh 
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Sunday Schedule 
9:30 am Worship  
9:30 am Sunday School 
11:00 am Adult Forum 

Halloween Party - Oct. 29 

5:30 pm - 7:30 pm  

In the Parish Hall 
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