
 1 

THE BEACON  July 2015 

B E T H A N I A  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H ,  S O L V A N G  C A  9 3 4 6 3  8 0 5 - 6 8 8 - 4 6 3 7  b e th a n ia . lu t h e r a n @ v e r iz o n .n e t

Pastor Chris’s Message  
 

The Third Pe��on: 

Your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

How does this come about? 

Whenever God breaks and hinders every evil scheme and will – as are present in the will of 

the devil, the world, and our flesh – that would not allow us to hallow God’s name and 

would prevent the coming of his kingdom, and instead whenever God strengthens us and 

keeps us steadfast in his word and in faith un!l the end of our lives. This is God’s gracious 

and good will.  

Mar�n Luther, 

The Small Catechism 

 

 Our hearts and prayers go out to the families and loved ones of the vic!ms of Emanuel AME Church 

in Charleston, South Carolina. I pray that we can be as present as possible with them in their grief, pain, and 

loss of not only people they love, but also at the sheer brokenness of the shoo!ng that took place.  

 Over the last couple week, my Facebook newsfeed has been full of commentary of colleagues of 

mine all over the country. I’ve read disgust at what happened, I’ve read sadness in the possibility that this 

event will just be filed away with others like it, I’ve read anger that something this awful s!ll happens, but 

most especially I’ve read how connected people feel to the vic!ms and their family members and loved ones 

– not just connected in this singular act, but connected to the plight of racism our brothers and sisters of col-

or have experienced throughout our history.  

In their expressions, I am reminded how connected, how united, we all are through Christ’s death on 

the cross – another event of violence perpetuated on a marginalized person. In his le0er to the Gala!ans, 

Paul writes, “There is neither Jew nor Gen�le, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for you are 

all one in Christ Jesus.” The nine men and women who were killed on June 24
th
 were our sisters and broth-

ers. They were part of our community of Christ. And the painful experiences they’ve had in their lives as 

people of color, as well as the evil they were subjected to last month should speak to all of us as Chris!ans 

because they are not supposed to be part of the Kingdom of God that Christ calls us to bring into our world.  

The above excerpt is from Mar!n Luther’s Small Catechism, and it is his explana!on of what we pray 

for when we say the words every Sunday, “Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.” 

What we are praying for in those words is that God will prevent evil from having a place in our society, that 

our world will reflect the peace and wholeness of heaven. Yet, I feel that we o9en forget we are the tools 

through which God prefers to work. God could change the world with the snap of God’s fingers if God want-

ed to, but that would deny us our part in bringing God’s Kingdom to earth.  

We are all part of this process. We are partners with God in breaking the schemes of evil, in bringing 

the Kingdom of God into a broken world – through our love, through our inclusivity, through our ac!ons of 

respect and empathy, alongside the Spirit. Indeed, we pray for God to strengthen us and keep us steadfast in 

God’s word and faith along the way. We pray that God remind us of the inclusive love that we have in Christ, 

a love that does not judge by the color of our skin, but a love that appreciates us for our uniqueness and our 
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beauty. We pray for the families and loved ones of the nine vic!ms, that God be a presence of comfort for 

them in the days ahead. And I pray that we all honor their memories, the love they shared, and the joined 

work we have with them in sharing God’s powerful and inclusive love with others.  

They are: Clementa Pinckney (41), Sharonda Coleman-Singleton (45), Cynthia Hurd (54), Tywanza 

Sanders (26), Myra Thompson (59), Ethel Lee Lance (70), Daniel L. Simmons (74), Depayne Middleton-Doctor 

(49), Susie Jackson (87) 

 

Yours in Christ,  

Pastor Chris Brown 

 

 

June 18, 2015 

A Le�er from The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton Presiding Bishop 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
 

 It has been a long season of disquiet in our country. From Ferguson to Bal!more, simmering racial 

tensions have boiled over into violence. But this … the fatal shoo!ng of nine African Americans in a church is 

a stark, raw manifesta!on of the sin that is racism. The church was desecrated. The people of that congrega-

!on were desecrated. The aspira!on voiced in the Pledge of Allegiance that we are “one na!on under God” 

was desecrated.  

 Mother Emanuel AME’s pastor, the Rev. Clementa Pinckney, was a graduate of the Lutheran Theologi-

cal Southern Seminary, as was the Rev. Daniel Simmons, associate pastor at Mother Emanuel. The suspected 

shooter is a member of an ELCA congrega!on. All of a sudden and for all of us, this is an intensely personal 

tragedy. One of our own is alleged to have shot and killed two who adopted us as their own.  

 We might say that this was an isolated act by a deeply disturbed man. But we know that is not the 

whole truth. It is not an isolated event. And even if the shooter was unstable, the framework upon which he 

built his vision of race is not. Racism is a fact in American culture. Denial and avoidance of this fact are dead-

ly. The Rev. Mr. Pinckney leaves a wife and children. The other eight vic!ms leave grieving families. The fami-

ly of the suspected killer and two congrega!ons are broken. When will this end?  

 The nine dead in Charleston are not the first innocent vic!ms killed by violence. Our only hope rests in 

the innocent One, who was violently executed on Good Friday. Emmanuel, God with us, carried our grief and 

sorrow – the grief and sorrow of Mother Emanuel AME church – and he was wounded for our transgressions 

– the deadly sin of racism. 

 I urge all of us to spend a day in repentance and mourning. And then we need to get to work. Each of 

us and all of us need to examine ourselves, our church and our communi!es. We need to be honest about 

the reality of racism within us and around us. We need to talk and we need to listen, but we also need to act. 

No stereotype or racial slur is jus!fied. Speak out against inequity. Look with newly opened eyes at the many 

subtle and overt ways that we and our communi!es see people of color as being of less worth. Above all pray 

– for insight, for forgiveness, for courage. Kyrie Eleison.  

 

The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton  

Presiding Bishop Evangelical Lutheran Church in America  
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Council Highlights—June 18, 2015 
 

*Approved building of fence at parsonage - $3,400. 

*Council subcommi0ee of Barbara Kargard, Marilyn Larsen and Pastor Chris agreed to begin work on a new 

church Mission Statement.   Please give them your sugges!ons or samples of mission statements you like. 

*The wood church informa!on sign will be permanently remounted in July. 

*Carpe!ng and air condi!oning es!mates are being obtained for the church office.  Carpe!ng es!mates are 

being obtained for Fireside Room. 

*Church treasurer, Ron Walsh, reported that income for the first five months was 99% of budget and May 

offerings were nearly $1,300 more than budget.  The net balance is s!ll nega!ve by $22,946 (Jan-May) be-

cause of interim and new pastors’ salary overlap, parsonage renova!on and new fence. 

*Nancy Puder (Nancy’s Garden) completed installa!on of rotary sprinkler heads on the three small lawns on 

the playground to reduce water consump!on while improving coverage.   New heads will be installed on the 

large playground in August as part of new building’s installa!on.  The Preschool & A9er School is paying for 

this project. 

Nancy Emerson, Council Secretary 

 

Adult Forum Con�nues! 
 

The Adult Forum will meet again in July, star!ng on July 12. Look forward to a discussion on the makeup of 

the Presiden!al campaign as it stands today. The group will talk about who is running for which party, how 

the candidates for the two par!es breakdown into further subsets within those par!es, and then perhaps 

some fun predic!ons about who will be the candidate for each party going into the general elec!ons. A 

friendly reminder, this isn’t going to be a discussion about our own poli!cal views, but more of an objec!ve 

look at who is running, and, more or less, their plaRorm. Please bring your ques!ons for pastor, as he is a po-

li!cal science graduate. In addi!on, if there is something on your mind that you would like the group to dis-

cuss in the remainder of July, please let pastor know. 

 

Dresses for Africa 
 

On Saturday, June 21 approximately 25 women of all ages 

gathered in the Parish Hall to begin sewing Dresses for Afri-

ca, a Thrivent Ac!on Team Project.  No!ons and fabric were 

furnished and several women brought sewing machines.  Six 

Girl Scouts from Buellton par!cipated and were guided by 

more experienced seamstresses present.  Around 30 small 

dresses were completed.  These will be shipped in the fall to 

Africa.  Another sewing session will be held since interest in 

the project was expressed by several who were unable to 

a0end this first session.  Pizza and ice cream were enjoyed 

on the warm a9ernoon. If you  are interested in more informa!on about this project, please refer to the web 

site www.Li0leDresses For Africa.org.  Direc!ons  for sewing the dresses are available from Nancy's No!ons. 

(Site can be googled.) Fabric is available at the church. 
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BETHANIA’S OUTREACH COMMITTEE 

PRESENTS UPCOMING 

SUMMER ACTIVITIES! 

 

Mark your calendars for these great opportuni!es!!! 

 

Theaterfest! 

Mark your calendars and plan to a0end 

our annual group a0endance to PCPA Theaterfest!! 

This year we will be going to the performance of 

“My Fair Lady”  On Wednesday, July 1
st

. 

   

 

   

   Movie Nights! 

   This summer’s movie nights should be  

   be0er than ever! 

   Plan to a0end both for great movies,  

   good fellowship, wine, cheese, and  

   hors d’oeuvres 

   Dates are Sunday, July 19
th

  & Sunday Aug. 16
th

 

   Childcare is provided  

   With a special movie and popcorn for the children! 

 

Danish Brass Quintet Concert 

Aug. 18
th
 at 7pm we will be hos!ng a brass quintet 

from Denmark for a concert in the church! 

Plan to a0end for a fabulous evening of great music! 

 

End of Summer Barbeque! 

Once again we will be hos!ng the barbeque luncheon 

on Sunday, Aug. 23
rd

! 

This will be in conjunc!on with the very first day of Sunday School! 

These have proven to be a wonderful opportunity 

for the congrega!on to get together to share and visit 

over hamburgers, hot dogs and strawberry shortcake! 

Plan to join us this year where we plan to 

have some new ac!vi!es for the children. 

 

Book Discussion Group 

The Book Discussion Group will meet on Wednesday, July 22 at 2 pm in the Parish Hall.  The 

group is reading The Rapture Exposed. 

 

 

 



 5 

Cemetery Informa�on 
 

June 1, 2015 

 

Dear Members of Bethania- 

 

We, the Cemetery Commi0ee, would like to let you know what is happening at our cemetery in regards to 

the water availability. 

 

For many months we have been monitoring the usage of the water as per city requirements.  The city re-

quired us to cutback 50% over last year.  We cut back our watering schedule to a third of last years’ usage, 

and s!ll received a fine of $500.00 for over usage.  We have checked sprinklers, checked for leaks, turned the 

water off completely, and had a water company come to look at the system.  Last month we received anoth-

er $500.00 fine. 

 

We are sorry for the inconvenience, but there will only be water available for hand watering on Sundays.  The 

sprinklers will only be run on the 2
nd
 and 4

th
 Sundays of each month.  Please do not hand water if the sprin-

klers have watered your plot sufficiently.  If you do use the hose, make sure it is turned off completely. 

 

With this severe drought we hope you will all understand that these are necessary measures. 

 

Thank you, 

Rodney, Bruce, Rikka, Karl, Annalisa, Marie, and BeCy 

 

Farstrup-Mortensen Lectures Has Its Own Web-Site 
 

h0p://fmlectures.org/ is the home of the Farstrup-Mortensen Lectures web site.  There 

you can learn about current, past and future lectures, the history of Farstrup-Mortensen 

and much more.  If you want to be on the Farstrup-Mortensen lectures you can enter 

your email to receive updates. 

 

Check it out today! 

 

A Friendly Summer Reminder 
 

The Season of Summer is approaching and with that comes warmer weather, kids no longer in school, an in-

flux of tourists with “selfie-s!cks” (If you don’t know, ask Pastor.), and Santa Ynez Valley residents trying to 

escape it all on vaca!on. During this !me every church experiences a decrease in giving due to all the sum-

mer ac!vity that is going on. I would like to just give a friendly reminder that as you go off onto your summer 

ac!vi!es this year, please remember your regular giving to the church. You can drop off offerings directly to 

the church office, or leave it with a friend who might be coming in, but the church does rely on the giving of 

our members so that we may be consistently engaged in the ministries we offer here and to the larger com-

munity.  Finally, if you are traveling this summer, we hope that you have a great !me and safe travels! God’s 

blessings upon you this season and we look forward to hearing your stories when you get back!   

Pastor Chris 
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Found in the Noisy Offering  
 

An apartment or house key and a CTR ring (Adult size) 

 

Gather Bible Study for July 
 

The Gather Bible study will be held Thursday July 16 at 10 a.m. in the Main Dining Room of A0erdag Village of 

Solvang. The discussion will focus on the poor widow's offering and Jesus' comment as told in Luke 21:1-4.  

The ar!cle is printed in the Gather magazine. For info or a copy call 688-4687.  

 

Great Reasons to Make a Memorial or Honorarium to the Endowment Fund! 
 

During the last three months, your Endowment Fund has been able to make the following gi9s from the En-

dowment Fund earnings. 

 

Four Scholarships of $1000.00 each: 

Jessamyn Boltz (Con!nuing her educa!on at San Diego State towards a Masters in Public Health) 

Stephanie Diaz (Con!nuing her educa!on at Cal Poly San Luis Obispo, working towards an Elementary 

Teaching Degree. Stephanie has been working at our Bethania Preschool.) 

Tyler Piligian (Gradua!ng senior from SYVUHS, who will be a0ending Allan Hancock College and intending 

to become a Second Grade Teacher) 

Lesley Gomez (Who will be a0ending Azusa Pacific University with an intended major in Physical Therapy. 

Lesley also worked at our Preschool.) 

 

Preschool Tui!on Assistance in the amount of $406.13 

 

Moving Expenses for Livier and Chris Brown in the amount of $4,258.00 

 

On the horizon: 

 $10,000 for the Preschool Building has been approved. 

 $3,000 before the end of the year for our commitment to Iglesia Luterana Santa Cruz. 

 

It should be noted that dona!ons received in the box in the narthex that is labeled “Heritage Funds” are be-

ing invested by the Endowment Fund Commi0ee. 

 

Remember the Endowment Fund when you wish to honor someone or gi9 a memorial. It does great work. 

 

Carolynn Petersen,  

Chairman 

 

Housing Needed 
 

Lisa Blanton is looking for an apartment, studio or small guest house to rent.  If you know of any affordable 

op!ons, please contact Lisa at 1-252-622-5569.  
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Noisy Sunday is Coming: July 19
th

 

“PROJECT TIME” 

Making Change, for the BeCer 
 

What is our change going to change this summer? We are going to help Lutheran World Relief make the 

world be0er, one coin at a !me! 

 

With the earthquakes in Nepal and the urgent need for school supplies locally and globally, we are using our 

Noisy Offering funds towards purchasing needed items to make up Personal Care Kits and School Supply kits. 

On July 19
th
, our jangling coins will be used to help purchase the most expensive parts of the kits: towels and 

backpacks. 

 

Send your quarters around the world in the form of a kit! It’s so easy.  All it takes is a toss into our noisy offer-

ing buckets during the special offering. We will be having an assembly day later this summer. Plan to contrib-

ute other needed items (See related ar!cle) as the summer rolls along and the special sales happen. Collec-

!on area will be in the Parish Hall or you can drop items at the church office. 

 

May’s Noisy Offering contributed to the needs of campers at Circle V Ranch Camp. June and July’s Noisy 

Offerings  will be used towards the upcoming LWR Projects. 

 

During “Noisy Sunday,” any change you would like to get rid of from the bo0om of your purse or pockets 

may be tossed into a bucket. This “noise” (coins) is used to “Make Change for the Be0er” by helping to fund 

upcoming Social Ministry projects. 

 

Our counters, Sheila and Stewart Mee, report that it is always interes!ng to see what comes in during the 

Noisy Offering! Apparently we all get so excited that other items from the bo0oms of our purses and pockets 

get tossed in the buckets too! We have accidentally received: jewelry, paperclips, bandaids, tokens, foreign 

currency, bu0ons, hairclips… We appreciate your enthusiasm for this idea, and whatever you are able to con-

tribute. Just check your ring hand a9er you toss! 

 

Together- We can “change” our world, one coin at a !me.  

 

- Linda Marzullo 

 

Personal Care & School Supply Kit Items Needed! 

We will be collec!ng items this summer for an assembly day of Personal Care Kits 

and School Supplies for Lutheran World Relief. 

Personal Care Kits provide basic hygiene tools to those in need. When LWR dis-

tributes Personal Care Kits, it’s o9en to people who have lost everything. Natural 

disasters such as the Nepal earthquakes and refugee camps are typical distribu-

!on areas for these kits. The same is true for the School Supply kits. Sudan has recently requested a large 

number of school kits. 

Around the world people suffer each day because of lack of basic hygiene. In refugee camps and in the 

world’s poorest communi!es, a few simple items can mean the difference between sickness and health, and 

life and death. 

Con!nued ==> 
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Why school supplies? To the children who receive School Kits, these supplies mean the difference between 

geZng an educa!on or not. Public school is usually free, but in the places where LWR works, even a few re-

quired supplies, like pens and paper, may be more than many families can afford. And when parents can only 

afford to send one of their children to school, girls rarely get priority…yet the educa!on level of mothers has 

the biggest impact on development. 

 

Here are the items we are collec!ng. Watch for sales this summer! 

 

Items needed are: 

 

1. Bath size towels (light weight, between 20”x40” & 27”x52”), dark colors preferred 

2. Bars of soap (4-5 oz., any brand, in original wrapping – 2 per kit) 

3. Toothbrush (adult size, in original packaging – bulk buys can be repackaged by us) 

4. Comb, sturdy wide toothed 

5. Nail clippers (with or without nail files) 

 

For School Supply Kits: 

1. 70 sheet College ruled Notebooks (spiral bound) 

2. Rulers with cen!meters and inches 

3. Pencil sharpeners 

4. Blunt !p scissors 

5. #2 Pencils 

6. 2-1/2” Erasers 

7. Black or Blue INK pens (not gel) 

Box of Crayons (16 or 24 count) 

 

Bring your items to the dona!on box by the Sunday School office or to the church office.  

 

If you have any ques!ons, contact the church office or Linda Marzullo at work: 688-5219 or via email: 

 vikingpressprint@verizon.net 

 

Preschool & AHer School Update 
  

As of June 21, the total contributed to the No Show Fundraiser is $5,525.  Our goal is $6,500 so if you have 

been planning to contribute, please do so now before we send our report to Thrivent Financial for Lutherans 

to obtain our Care in Communi!es grant funds.   We are grateful, also, to Montecito Bank & Trust for its $750 

dona!on, included in the current total. 

  

Next !me you are driving by the church during the week, please stop by the Preschool and A9er School to 

observe the preschool children as they learn through work and play under the tutelage of our fully licensed, 

experienced staff.   Or, you can join the older children in Summer Camp on a weekly walking field trip in Sol-

vang, e.g., the Post Office, Solvang Restaurant, Birkholm's Bakery, Tower Pizza, the Library.  Each day all the 

children are busy with art projects, organized games, and many summer fun ac!vi!es. 

  

Eileen KnoCs, Director 
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+Pray for God’s Good Care and Keeping to be with + 
 

The family and loved ones of Ed Lunde.  Ed died June 23, 2015.  His service was held Monday, June 29. 

The family and loved ones of the vic�ms of the shoo�ng at Emanuel AME Church in  

 Charleston, South Carolina 
 

Short-Term or Recent Health Issues 

Wayne Countryman, Arla Hoj,  Jensen Paulus (baby), Bill Stelling 
 

Chronic or Long-Term Health Issues 

Mark Anderson, Esther Bates, David Blanton, Jim Blanton, Joe & Pat Bode, Anne0e Bredall, Chris Freder-

iksen, Katy & Kay Corlee,  Lisa Demeter, Lois De Meyer, George Eckman, Terri Elwess, Kendall Foster, Dick 

Fowler, Debbie Fri0s, Dolores Gehrs, Chris Gideon, David Hollrah,  Karena Hvingelby, Deanna Jacobsen, Mi-

chael Jech, Janet Johnson, Chris Kaping, Richard Lindekens, Debi Li0lejohn, Rick Marzullo, Virginia McPeak, 

Marjorie Mee, Denise Morris, Patricia Myers, Ned Nelson, Helen Nielsen, Marie Ostertag, Grete Parma, 

Vicky Peariso, Bo Pedersen, Larry Rasmussen, Ann Reading, Hank Simonsen, Lee  Statom, rela!ves of Steph-

anie Statom’s friend, Steffany Thomas, Cora Vandecar, Ann Wallace, Steve White, Be0y Wilkes, David Wil-

son, Robert Workman, Alisha & Anna Marie Wilson, Marc & Laurie Owens   
 

Other Prayer Concerns  

Bowe Bergdahl, Ben Be0encourt, Brian Coover, Jose Diaz & Family, Melissa Kargard 

The area near Refugio Beach impacted by the oil spill on May 20 

The people of  Nepal and surrounding areas  

 

Property CommiCee Needs You 

I’d like to con!nue our invita!on to join the Property Commi0ee. We are looking for anyone who has any 

kind of skillset with doing handiwork or anyone who would simply like to par!cipate. Our greatest need in 

this group is hands. Work within the Property Commi0ee is not demanding or !me consuming, as long as 

we have several people involved. Some of the work is simply a ma0er of hiring outside people to do it, and 

some of the work is simply geZng together on the occasions a need arises. Joined together, the work of the 

Property Commi0ee is quick, and to be honest, is a !me of fellowship, laughter, and fun. 

For example, a group of us will be geZng together on July 18 to put in new posts for the Bethania sign that 

broke during the windstorm in December. We’re going to meet at 10 am over a pack of beer and knock this 

project out quickly with some good people, some cold brew, and a lot of laughs. So again, we’d like to invite 

anyone with some handiwork experience, or simply with some enthusiasm to consider joining the Property 

Commi0ee. Please contact Kevin McConnell or Pastor Chris if you would like to consider joining, or, if you 

have any ques!ons.  

Sermons  On-Line 
 

Didn’t make it to church on Sunday?  Heard one of Pastor  Chris’s sermons and you want a friend or family 

member to hear it?  We record the sermons and put them on-line Monday mornings.  Simply go to the 

church web site www.bethanialutheran.net.  Then click on “Growing” and then “Worship Life.”  Sermons 

are available there by date and !tle.  Sermons are also posted on our Facebook page. 
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Soaps and More Benefit Shelter Clients 
 

Thank you to all who have contributed to the collec!on of soaps and no!ons to benefit Shelter Services for 

Women/Domes!c Violence Solu!ons. With the dona!ons being so consistent, we have been able to help 

other shelters in SB and SLO coun!es. Look for the basket in the narthex to drop off no!ons from your sum-

mer travels! 

 

This is a simple way to support the shelters. Our dona!ons help offset the expenses of toiletries so that 

their budget funds can be used for other areas of need. Many vic!ms of domes!c violence arrive without 

any clothes or toiletries. People needing temporary shelter o9en have no immediate access to toiletries 

and simple personal clothing needs, such as socks and underwear. 

 

All dona!ons will be delivered to the shelter(s). Remember as you travel: pick up those unused bars of soap 

and no!ons and watch for sales on socks and underwear. Thank you for your dona!ons! 

 

The Special Olympics is Coming to Solvang!! 

Our community has the privilege of hos!ng athletes, family members, coaches, and trainers of the 2015 

Special Olympics World Games! And I think it would be a great idea if Bethania Lutheran Church was in-

volved with some of the help the city is asking for in hos!ng the athletes and their entourages. The Solvang 

Chamber of Commerce emailed me with three ways they need help:  

Sunday July 19th (�me TBD)   

We need about 12 people to help make beds, decorate rooms etc.  

 

Wednesday July 22 (�me TBD) 

We need 24 people to be guides for the athletes as they wander around Solvang 

before the evening fes!vi!es 

 

Friday July 24 (Morning �me TBD) 

We need 6 people to help make and serve the Abelskiver breakfast for the athletes. 

 

I think the July 22 & 24 days are ways our members of Bethania would be especially gi9ed at helping. We 

know the town and we know Abelskiver! I encourage you to look these over and see if you would like to be 

involved. This is a great way for us to be present with the athletes of an amazing event, as well as being 

present in the town.  

 

If you are interested you can either get in touch directly with the coordinator, Sue Moualim, at (805) 688-

9899, or email her at www.thear!s!cpony@aol.com, or, you can call or email me and tell me which day 

you would like to help out with. I look forward to our presence with these awesome athletes!  

 

Blessings, 

Pastor Chris 
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Thank You! 
Thank you to everyone who has helped with our new directory, those who helped with gree!ng and sign-ins 

during the photo sessions and those who have sent in pictures to be included in the directory. Special thanks 

go to Kathy Walsh for helping with calling to schedule appointments. With everyone’s help, this should turn 

out to be a very successful directory. 

Carol Lake 

Directory Coordinator 
 

Thumbnail Portrait—Robert Laufer, Wood Ar!st 

 

Members of Bethania for over ten years, the Laufers are very ac!ve in the con-

grega!on: ushering at morning worship, singing in the choir, serving on church 

council, and acoly!ng. Unknown to many of us, Robert is also an ar!st in wood.  

Robert worked as a commercial photographer in Hollywood for ten years before 

moving to Lompoc when Alice got a job teaching art at Lompoc Valley Middle 

School in 1998. Robert was a full-!me Mr. Dad while Valerie and Sevin were 

growing up.  

Although he had been watching “Woodwright’s  Shop” and “New Yankee Work-

shop” on PBS for 25 years, his first job in the field was working with Cabinets Etc. 

in Lompoc. A9er working with this company for three years, he quit and began 

working in his garage, crea!ng chip-carved boxes and Gothic and Medieval furni-

ture. 

Robert belongs to the Society for Crea!ve Anachronism, a group that recreates 

life styles of the Gothic and Medieval Ages at weekend events, similar to the Vi-

kings group that sets up camp in the Solvang Park during Danish Days in Septem-

ber. In addi!on to being a vendor with his furniture and boxes, Robert also dons 

full armor and ba0les “enemies” with a ra0an sword. Two of his favorite events are “The Great Western 

War” in Ta9 and “The Highland War” in Victorville. 

The furniture created for these events reflect the nomadic nature of 

the people of that !me . All furniture is pegged and easily taken apart 

for compact traveling, The boxes and detailing of the furniture show 

elaborate designs. Robert does extensive historical research to make 

sure that his work is accurate for the !me period. The choice of wood 

varies, but is usually light for ease of packing and travel. 

His work can be seen (and purchased) online at Etsy.com/shop/Wild 

Hare Woodworks and also at Danish Days. He does custom work in ad-

di!on to the set pieces he has on hand. 

- Emily Abello 
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Update:  Thrivent Financial  “Connec�ng Faith & Finances for Good”  

Congratula!ons to Brenda Knudsen (and the BLCW) for being the first person to apply to Thrivent for its new 

Ac!on Team program.   She built a great intergenera!onal team, and used the $250 “credit card” to purchase 

materials for the Li0le Dresses for Africa project. It also helped pay for lunch and UPS shipping costs.  

Thrivent Choice funds con!nue to grow:  Bethania church now has $1,357 and Bethania Preschool has $7341.  

If you a Thrivent benefit member and haven’t yet contributed Choice Dollars, here are instruc!ons for doing 

so.  Please call me at 693-1386 if you have ques!ons or problems.  To direct your Choice Dollars, call Thrivent 

at 1-800-236-3736 and ask for Choice Dollars.  You will need the last 4 digits of your Social Security number 

or your Thrivent member number as iden!fica!on when you call.   You can also direct money online.  If you 

want to help local organiza!ons, you can direct $s to Bethania Lutheran Church, Bethania Preschool or Sol-

vang Lutheran Home (legal name of A0erdag Village). If you want to learn more about Thrivent’s products 

and services, please contact Financial Representa!ves, Brian Boyle, 805-692-1222. 

 

Nancy Emerson 

Thrivent Congrega�onal Advocate 

 

What’s Happening at the Produce Table Sunday Mornings? 

A lot! Flowers (roses, gladiolas, dahlias, zinnias); Seeds (nastur!ums, morning glory-moon flowers); Be0y Pe-

tersen’s wonderful Zucchini Bread (3 flavors when available); Basil, Zucchini, Lemons, Strawberries, Cucum-

bers, Summer Squash and more. 

If your garden is overproducing, share it at the PRODUCE TABLE. If your neighbor is suffering from an abun-

dance, ask if you can help them by taking it to our Produce Table. You can avail yourself of all the wonderful, 

fresh produce, put anything in the jar that you wish as a dona!on to help fight World Hunger. 

So far in the nine weeks the table has been open, thanks to YOUR generosity, the table has generated 

$627.78. We are figh!ng hunger and transforming lives through the ELCA Good Gi9s Program. We can estab-

lish a community garden ($200), a grove of ten fruit trees ($100), start a small business ($125), train a village 

health team ($100), purchase mosquito needs to fight malaria ($10 each), fund a bicycle ambulance ($150), 

buy a goat ($50), establish a community fish farm ($250), buy a pig ($30) or baby chicks ($10), or even a 

sheep ($125). And the list goes on… 

Sundays following Worship service the Produce Table is set up in the pa!o area. Check it out before you head 

home or on your way to the coffee hour a9er the service.  

Volunteers are needed and appreciated! You can sign up to cover the table for a Sunday by calling Carolynn 

Petersen (688-6243). Help is needed beginning in July. This easy job entails seZng up the table, helping bag 

people’s choices, and coun!ng and turning in the funds collected at the end of the coffee hour. It is a fun, 

easy and enjoyable way to help out each week during the growing season. 

Check your garden for items to share…and help us fight World Hunger! 

Your Dona�ons In Pounds 

Good work, Bethania! Here is a tally of items you have donated the first six months of 2015, in pounds. These 

are only the items that were tracked; addi!onal items have been donated and delivered that were not 

weighed or counted in this total. 

Shelter Services: 81.5 lbs. (Soaps, Shampoos, etc.) 

Iglesia Food Pantry: 560 lbs. + $300 in grocery gi9 cards.. 
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July 2015 

Church Office: 805-688-4637  

 FAX: 805-688-7927   

email: bethania.lutheran@verizon.net 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesd’y Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

CH = Church 

OFC = Office Conference Room 

FR = Fireside Room 

PH = Parish Hall 

AV = A0erdag Village 

ACC = A0erdag Care Center 

 

 

 1 

 

 

 

 

 

8 pm “My Fair 

Lady” at 

Theaterfest 

2 3 

 

 

 

 

 

The Church 

Office is 

closed. 

4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In dependence 

Day 

5 

 

9:30 am Worship Service: CH 

10:45 am Coffee Hour: PH 

 

 

 

 

6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8 pm AA : FR 

7 8 

 

 

9 

 

9 am Conf. 

Clergy Mtg. 

2 pm 

Preschool 

Board Mtg: PH 

10 

 

11 

12 

 

9:30 am Worship Service: CH 

10:45 am Coffee Hour: PH 

11 am Adult Educa!on: FR 

 

13 

 

 

 

7 pm Finance 

Cmt: OFC 

 

8 pm AA: FR 

14 

 

 

15 16 

 
10 am Gather 

Bible Study: AV 

10:30 am 

Communion 

Service: ACC 

7 pm Council 

Mtg: OFC 

17 

 

18 

 

19 

 

9:30 am Worship : CH 

10:45 am Coffee Hour: PH 

11 am Adult Educa!on: FR 

“Movie Night” 

 

 

 

20 

 

 

12 noon 

Beacon 

Deadline: OFC 

 

8 pm AA: FR 

21 22 

 

 

 

2:00 pm Book 

Discussion 

Group: OFC  

 

 

23 

 

 

 

 

 

24 25 

26 

 

9:30 am Worship Service: CH 

 

 

 

27 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8 pm AA: FR 

 

28 29 

 

30 31  
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JUly 2015        JUly 2015        JUly 2015        JUly 2015                                                                                                                                                                                                                            The BeaconThe BeaconThe BeaconThe Beacon    

Bethania Lutheran Church 

603 A0erdag Rd 

Solvang, CA  93463 

 

Address Correc!on Requested 

 

(805) 688-4637 

bethania.lutheran@verizon.net 

Preschool/A9er School (805) 688-7077 

bethanips@verizon.net 

 

We’re on the web! 

www.bethanialutheran.net 

US POSTAGE PAID 

PERMIT #12 

NON-PROFIT ORG 

SOLVANG CA 

Pastor: Chris Brown 

Office Manager: Kristyl Downey 

Preschool/AHer School Director:  

Eileen Kno0s 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Council: 

Pastor Chris Brown 

President: Marilyn Larsen 

Vice-President: Barbara Kargard 

Treasurer: Ron Walsh  

Secretary: Nancy Emerson 

Annalisa Nearn 

Tom Dimme0e 

Alma Lancaster 

Robert Laufer 

Kevin McConnell 

Youth: Vladimir McConnell 

 

Sunday Schedule 

9:30 am Worship 

9:30 am Sunday School 

11:00 am A9er Worship Educa!on 

 

    

July 19 July 19 July 19 July 19     

Movie Night at BethaniaMovie Night at BethaniaMovie Night at BethaniaMovie Night at Bethania    
 

 

 
                                      Guaranteed  

       to be  

                                  “reel” fun! 


