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Pastor Chris’s Message
I’ve shared it enough times that most of you know I stopped going to church
as a kid and came back to it as an adult. I’m not sure if I shared with you my
experience at church that continued to have a profound effect on me, but I’d
love to now!
When I started going back to church it was an 11am contemporary service
with a small worship band and about 20 – 30 regular churchgoers. I didn’t
particularly like the music. It wasn’t the musicians – they were great and
dedicated – it was more the theology behind it, which seemed shallow and
superficial. I would often go to the bathroom during the music and wait until
it was over before returning to the sanctuary.
I share this because a lot of folks expect the music to be the thing that brings
them in and keeps them going, or, is what keeps them from coming back (I’ve received these comments as a pastor), but the music didn’t have either of those effects on me. At first, it was the pastor.
He had a laidback, casual way of preaching that was immediately disarming and his sermons were so
relatable that at times I thought the sermon was specifically for me. And he was expressing the same
theology we affirm at Bethania, but at that point, it was a novel theology for me.
As I came back every Sunday I began to notice that it wasn’t simply the sermons that kept me returning. In fact, I discovered the parts of Sunday worship I was missing the most was the space before
the service formally started and the space after the service formally ended. This was the space where
I would walk in and encounter a group of people who knew me, were delighted to see me, knew what
was going on in life and would regularly check in about those things – and vice versa. I looked forward to this communal space every Sunday and was excited to see people who knew me and loved
me authentically.
This was all taking place at the age of 22 and like many 22 year olds I was still in the throws of experiencing legal drinking. I was usually out with friends on Friday and Saturday night at some bar or
restaurant having a fun, but safe time. Every Saturday night I would cut my time a little short and
make sure I was home to get some sleep because of church the next morning. And when friends
would try to make plans on Sunday I would always tell them it would have to be after noon when
church got out. I was surprised, but looking back delighted at my priorities at this age.
What’s more, my friends never looked at this as though I was drifting away from them and moving towards this new lifestyle, but could see that both having fun with them and going to church every Sunday fit together. They didn’t know it, but it was because we have a theology of grace, a theology that
takes us as we are and doesn’t try to mold us into individual moralists, but rather helps us connect
with our identity as beloved children of God and uses that to help others.
This went on for about a year. I worked, went to school, had fun on the weekends and went to church
every Sunday. The routine was good and my faith life was a pinnacle in my daily living. My friends
never questioned whether my church life was superficial and I never tried to evangelize them (still not

something I’m keen on). And then something incredible happened. Some of them started asking if
they could come to church with me sometime. Whether it was adverse experiences that had hit their
own lives or simple curiosity of what would keep me going to church so regularly, there was something they had detected that compelled them to want to check it out.
They haven’t become regular church attenders and that’s not really important to me that they would
have, but they’ve followed my story from then, through seminary, to now. They regularly comment that
this story has shaped their understanding of what God could be rather than the stories they’ve heard
that tell them what God is. They’ve opened up to the idea that they don’t have to change to encounter
God, but rather God seeks to encounter us in love and often that leads to change.
My reason for telling this part of my story is that it has shaped my outlook on ministry today. Likewise
we, as the Church, are called to encounter God in love and let that shape us in a way that our daily
lives reflect this relationship. It takes longer than outright evangelism, but I’ve found this is far more
authentic and lasting for people who either don’t know God or who have understood God negatively.
It’s why the focus of our ministry at Bethania has been to dive into how we encounter God now and
what that might look like in our daily lives and why our ministry can be framed simply as a response to
that encounter. I’m curious if this speaks to you personally and I would love to hear your thoughts.
In Love,
Pastor Chris

Youth and Family Ministry
Hello Bethania,
We have transitioned Confirmation into more of a Youth Group format. Youth Group is meeting
throughout the summer in the Fireside Room. If you have a middle school to high school aged child
looking to expand their education in faith and make some friends, they are welcome! Have them bring
a friend too!
Throughout the summer we will go on various trips such as to the movies, the Escape Room,
Space VR, hiking and camping, and maybe...even a Lock-In.
Sunday School will return formally later this summer. We will have dedicated classrooms set
for ages 2, 3, 4, then Grades K-5th. If you’d like to be
a teacher this upcoming fall, please contact me.
Vacation Bible School was out of this world and
a huge success! We want to thank all of the volunteers who assisted as donors, decorators, food
preparation, assistant crew leaders, crew leaders,
rotation leaders, rotation assistant leaders, AV tech,
and preschool camp.
Tasha Morphy, Donna Hinsbeeck, Tori Martinez,
Louis Martinez, Macie Martinez, Justin Martinez,
Bridget Cassara, Mindi Christian, Glenda
Madrid, Carolyn Schuit, Katelyn Soliman, Cory
Soliman, Yvette Conroy, Pastor Chris Brown, Sarah Puder, Nancy Puder, Linda Cline, Alice
Laufer, Emily Abello, Robert Laufer, Caro Stinson, Jeanelle Needham, Caden Bratt, Avy Bratt,
Josh Bratt, Jasmine Day, Aria Riley, Cailin Glover, Ainsley Peterschick, Denise Johnson, Tone
Anderson, Janet Townsend, Eileen Knotts, Lynne Hemming, Maile Maly, Emma Johnson,
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Lori McConnell, Viktor McConnell, Kathy Walsh, Ron Walsh, Zack Morphy, Heidi Morss, Jedidiah Silva, Shane Silva, Breeann Doremus, Diana Boltz, Marcia Galbraith, Linda Marzullo,
Jazmin Flamenco, Renee Flamenco, Sebastian Jacobs, Wendy Berry, Garrett Berry, Robby
Petersen, Carol Lake, Marilyn Larsen, Sheila Mee, Nancy Puder, Kristyl Downey, and all others.
Blessings to you and your loved ones,
Livier (Liv-EE-air) Ghamari-Brown
Director of Youth & Family Ministry
(909)962-9366
livierghamari@yahoo.com

Bethania Preschool & After School
Summer is in full swing at the Preschool and After School. Children are busy with water play, field
trips, and new adventures. We will be “camping”, going on nature hikes, visiting Farmers Market,
building with marshmallows & toothpicks, making ice cream and crayons and so much more. Our
goal is to have the children engaged and excited about their summer experience here.
Our summer program is State Licensed. All the staff members meet the requirements set by the licensing agency. All staff members are CPR/First Aid certified. All teachers in both programs have
early childhood units and have been with us for several years.
It is a very busy place around here during the week, with lots for fun and laughter, come by and check
it out!
Happy Fourth!!
Eileen

Ministry in the Community and Around the World
Brown Bag Senior Breakfast Packing Day
Mark the Date: Sunday, July 14th – 10 am
Mark your calendar to help us pack brown bag breakfast items for needy seniors in our backyard on
Sunday, July 14th during the 10 am coffee hour.
These little brown bags get delivered to low income seniors in the Santa Ynez Valley. Our little brown
bags are for those seniors who need to take medications in the morning with food, and would otherwise have nothing to eat with their pills.
You can also help out by packing and by donating any of the following items:
Soft Granola/Cereal Bars
Protein Bars
Oatmeal Packets (Protein type)
Instant Cup of Soup or Noodles Pudding (non-refrigerated)
Fruit Cups or Applesauce
Muffins or Baked Goods
Protein Drinks (such as Ensure or Atkins)
(individually plastic sealed, such as Hostess)
Small Juice Boxes or Plastic Bottles of Fruit Juices
(such as Apple, Cranberry, Orange)

A big THANK YOU to New Frontiers, Union Bank, ;Viking Charities of Solvang and Gerda Willis with a
Thrivent Action Team Card for helping to support this packing date! Also, a THANK YOU to Nielsen’s
Market for letting us have a donation box the last week of June in the store.
Make a difference in the health and happiness of someone living right here by packing a bag or donating a few items. Thank you!
–Linda Marzullo
Chairman, Social Ministry Committee
688-5219, 688-3059 or vikingpressprint@verizon.net

Noisy Sunday is coming July 28!
Backpacks & Care Kits that will travel the world…
What is our change going to change this summer? We are going to help Lutheran World Relief make
the world better for others, one coin and one kit at a time!
Our next Noisy Sunday will be July 28th. We will be using our Noisy Offering funds towards the purchase of needed items to make up Personal Care Kits and School Supply kits. (Assembly day will be
part of Day of Service, Sept. 8th).
On July 28th, our jangling coins will be used to help purchase some of the pieces of the kits that we
will make in September. With the ability to order in bulk through your donations, we can save some
money and make more impact – and more kits!
Lutheran World Relief has been working with partners like us to reach out to families with School Kits
and Personal Care Kits to places around the world. Since October 2011, LWR with our help has sent
almost $7.5 million worth of Quilts and Kits to Armenia, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon and Serbia, to be distributed to Syrian refugees and locally affected communities.
These distributions are made possible by
the generosity of men, women, and children
across the U.S. who spend countless hours
collecting, assembling, packing and shipping LWR Quilts and Kits — and the people
who support Lutheran World Relief’s delivery of these gifts of love into the hands of
people who need them.
Send your quarters and your support around the world the easy way! All it takes is a toss into our
Noisy Offering buckets during the special offering.
We also ask you to consider contributing other needed items as the summer rolls along and the special sales happen, especially Back-To-School special deals (related article includes lists of needed
items). Collection area will be in the Parish Hall or you can drop items at the church office.
Gifts of school supplies will help children to attend school. Soap, combs and toothbrushes will help
people be healthy in places where there is no access to these items. We can help people dealing with

some of life’s most difficult situations – the aftermath of earthquakes and floods, fleeing home to escape violence and living in extreme poverty -- by making these “Kits of Care” that will travel the globe.
Together, we can “change” our world, one coin at a time.
– Linda Marzullo
Social Ministry Committee

Personal Care & School Supply Kit Items Needed!
We will be collecting items this summer for assembly day of Personal Care Kits and School Supplies
for Lutheran World Relief during the annual Day of Service on September 8th.
You can help people dealing with some of life’s most difficult situations –the aftermath of earthquakes
and floods, fleeing home to escape violence, and living in extreme poverty. When LWR distributes
Personal Care Kits, it’s often to people who have lost everything. Natural disasters such as earthquakes and refugee camps are typical distribution areas for these kits. Around the world people suffer
each day because of lack of basic hygiene. In refugee camps and in the world’s poorest communities,
a few simple items can mean the difference between sickness and health, and life and death.
Why school supplies? Imagine having to choose between a meal or purchasing a notebook. To the
children who receive School Kits, these supplies mean the difference between getting an education or
not. Public school is usually free, but in the places where LWR works, even a few required supplies,
like pens and paper, may be more than many families can afford. And when parents can only afford to
send one of their children to school, girls rarely get priority…yet the education level of mothers has
the biggest impact on development.
Here are the items we are collecting. Watch for sales this summer and help us stock up!
Items needed are:
For Personal Care Kits:
1. Bath size towels (light to medium weight, between 20”x40” & 27”x52”), dark colors preferred
2. Bars of soap (4-5 oz., any brand, in original wrapping – 2 per kit)
3. Toothbrush (adult size, in original packaging – bulk buys can be repackaged by us)
4. Comb, sturdy wide toothed
5. Nail clippers (with or without nail files)
For School Supply Kits:
70 sheet College ruled Notebooks (spiral bound)
Pencil sharpeners
#2 Pencils
2-1/2” Erasers

Rulers with centimeters and inches
Blunt tip scissors
Ballpoint (not gel) Pens, Black or Blue ink
Box of Crayons (16 or 24 count)

Bring your items to the donation box by the Sunday School office or to the church office.
If you have any questions, contact the church office or Linda Marzullo at work: 805-688-5219
or via email: vikingpressprint@verizon.net

Produce Table to Date
Income from our loyal and generous buyers and providers totals $468.50 through June 23rd! Check
out the Produce Table at 10 am. between services for a great array of flowers, fruits, vegetables,
breads as well as other occasional surprises. Your donations help take a bite out of hunger both at
home and abroad!
Take what you like and donate whatever you wish. Money donated to the Produce Table will be used
to fight world hunger through the ELCA World Hunger Good Gifts campaign and to help with local
needs. We are able to provide baby chicks, pigs, sheep, goats, clean water wells and fruit trees together with the knowledge and training on how to utilize them.
Check your garden and ask your neighbors for items to share…and help us fight World Hunger!
PS: I could use help harvesting boysenberries and squash and soon…tomatoes!!
Carolynn Petersen
805-688-6243

Wanted: Thrivent Members
If you are a Thrivent Member, we need you! Every Thrivent member has the possibility of receiving
seed money ($250.00) for two projects a year. We would like to develop a list of those with eligible
Thrivent memberships so that we can make sure our church and community benefit from the available funds. Please contact the church office to let us know if you are a Thrivent member.
Doing a project is simple and fun. We also have ideas for the church which could use some “start up”
funds if anyone is agreeable to helping with their seed money. We can help with filling out the forms if
you need help. Kristyl recently did a Thrivent project for the brown bag breakfasts, so you can ask her
about it also.
– Social Ministry Committee

Coming Up at Bethania!!!!
Reader Training: June 30 at 10 am after the 9 am service
We have several readers who volunteer to read the scripture during the worship services. We are offering a session to refresh and renew our reading technique for worship. If you have not read during
a worship service, but would like to explore the possibility, this is a perfect opportunity to learn. Pastor Chris will be guiding the training. Please contact the Church Office for more information. Pastor
Chris will also train you if you cannot make the training.

Church Directories
The printed copies of the directories have arrived and are available in the church office. If you had
your picture taken, please come into the office for yours.

Usher Training: July 7 at 10 am after the 9 am service
Do you want to brush up on your usher skills? Would you like to usher and learn how to do it? Then,
come to the “free” usher training on July 7 at 10 am. We will review what ushers do and give everyone the opportunity to see first-hand what can be done before, during and after the worship service
and how ushers help. If you would like more information, please contact the Church Office.

Theology Pub
Theology Pub meets July 11th at 7 pm at the Solvang Brewing, Co. The summer months are open
topic night so bring your questions, your topics to discuss, or anything else!

Book Group: Lost Connections
Please join our monthly Book Group as we continue to read Lost Connections. This has
been an incredible book discussion so far and even if you haven’t read the book please
feel free to join us. There are copies at the Book Loft available if you’d like to pick it up.
We will be continuing our disBook Group

Gather Bible Study
The Gather Bible Study will be Thursday, July 18, at 10:30 in the Atterdag Lounge at Atterdag Village.
The topic is: “Helping Our Voices Bloom”
Found in July issue of Gather magazine.

Theaterfest Show
Join us for a night at Solvang Theaterfest on Wednesday, July 17th. The musical play is “Million Dollar Quartet” a story of a meeting of Elvis, Jerry Lee Lewis, Johnny Cash, and Carl Perkins in 1956 at
a recording studio.
Tickets will be available between services on June 30. Cost is $27.50. First come, first served, as
space is limited to 30.
Contact Emily Abello at abelloemily@gmail.com if you have questions.

Summer Film Series
We’re going to get our annual Summer Film Series going again with a slight twist:
We’re going to watch films with themes that tie into faith. They won’t be traditional
films like the 10 Commandments, but films w/ some slight controversy. Our first film
will be July 25, at 6pm in the Parish Hall. Water and popcorn will be provided, but
bring any other snacks or drinks (beer, wine, non-alcoholic) you want. Our first film will
be Martin Scorsese’s Silence, starring Andrew Garfield, Adam Driver, and Liam Neeson. After the movie, we’ll have about 30 minutes to share our thoughts on the film.

Church Business
Council Highlights
The monthly Council meeting was held at 7 pm on May 16, 2019. Members present were Emily Abello, Pastor Chris, Bridget Cassara, Stewart Fries, Denise Johnson, Carol Lake, Carolyn Schuit, and
Ron Walsh. Wendy Bevier and Ann Tucker were not present for the meeting. Also attending were
Betty Petersen and Annalisa Nearn.
Council members received reports from the cemetery committee chair, Betty Petersen, and from the
preschool committee chair, Annalisa Nearn, as part of the on-going program of inviting committee
chairs to make presentations about their committees to the church council.
Council members present discussed a variety of topics including:
Potential volunteer appreciation party
Service of commemoration of Armenian Genocide
Organizing a church council retreat
Attendance at annual Synod Assembly
The next meeting was scheduled for Thursday, June 20, 2019.
The Peace of Christ be with you all,
Stewart Fries, Bethania Council President
805-245-0041

With Effort Things Can Change
Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ,
God has richly blessed Bethania with caring members and visitors who have responded to Pastor
Chris’s letter regarding our financial position. Thanks to all of you who have given generously to help
us continue our mission and ministry. As of this writing, (June 28) we will have met or exceeded our
offerings budget for the first six months of the year. Thanks be to God!
As we move forward into the remaining summer months and beyond, we do so with the faith and
hope that our needs will be met to continue the work that God has set out for us in our congregation,
our community, and the world.
In God’s Grace,
Ron Walsh
Treasurer/Business Manager

Treasurer’s Report for May 2019
This report will focus on the cash position of the church, the ordinary income and expenses,
and will not include any monies that have been brought into income from other funds. That
money has been spent and the expenses are reflected on the balance sheet as improvements
to the fixed assets of the church.
Balance Sheet:
The cash balance in the general checking account at the end of May was $557. There is no surplus
of funds moving forward into June. The money market fund has $103,601 in it. Most of this money is
designated. All liabilities have been paid and there is no debt.
Profit & Loss - Budget Performance
Other income for the month was up slightly ($1,100). Offerings for the month were down by $3,371
from the budget. Offering income has been below budget for four of the first five months of the year.
We are currently below the offering budgeted by $7,969. Overall our income for the first five months
was $10,166 below budget.
Expenses
Our expenses for the month were $2,200 over budget, and for the first five months we were over
budget by $4,500. Overall we had $103,622 in income for the first five months and $128,610 in expenses, or a deficit after five months of $20,988.
We are now heading into the summer months where, historically, our offerings have been reduced. If
we continue in this pattern, we will need to move money from undesignated funds to general operating. At this point we only have approximately $13,000 in this reserve fund. Last year we used over
$16,000 in reserve funds. I would anticipate that we will be out of funds to move by the end of July or
August.
If you have any questions about Bethania’s finances, please contact me.

- Ron Walsh, Treasurer

Another great reason to make a Memorial or Honorarium Gift to your
Endowment Fund...
Bethania Lutheran Church Endowment Fund is pleased to announce five Scholarship recipients for
the 2019 Year. This is the first year in my memory that we have not had ANY High School graduate
applicants for our scholarship awards! Therefore, we reached out to last year’s recipients and asked
for an update on how they are doing. It was an extremely interesting, and dare I say exciting, experience to read how their previous year in college worked out. Our recipients will each receive a $1,000
scholarship to continue their education.
OWEN ANDERSEN – Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo
KURT BEEHLER – Allan Hancock College
VALERIE LAUFER – UC San Diego
EDDIE LUNDBERG – Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo
SARAH PUDER – Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo

Congratulations to these young people and we offer them our support and prayers as they continue
their education. Remember – the Endowment Fund only gifts from its earnings. Your gift to the Endowment Fund will continue to produce income for gifting!
I would urge you to utilize gifting to the Endowment Fund as a memorial gift or to honor someone
special, knowing that your gift is safely invested and will continue growing in the years ahead. These
scholarships we are able to provide are an investment in the future of our young people and our
community.
Thank you for your support of the Endowment Fund.
Carolynn D. Petersen
Chairman, Endowment Fund

Request for Memorials
Do you have something you’d like the church to buy? If so, please contact Kristyl in the church office
and fill out a form to make a request of Memorials. Recently the Memorials Committee (and Council
endorsed) a new program for giving and notifications for the church and a window in the Fireside
Room to allow air conditioning there. The Memorials Committee is eager to support the church by
funding such items.

In Our Hearts, In Our Prayers
The Family and Loved Ones of Jim Saulsbury. Jim Saulsbury died recently.
Immediate Prayer Concerns: Thora Mae Andersen, Gordon LaBarge, Brianna Ceballos, Denise
Chaboya, Nancy Clemons, David Eck, Carole Eckhardt, Kerstin Emerson, Jenie Galindo, Hendrix Garcia, Kathy Hackler, “Hank,” Belle Hoger, Glen Jacobsen, Linda Johansen, Ruth Korbin,
Betsy & Steve Logan, Ralph Marks, Mike Murray, Denny Norrenbrock, Chèle Ludwig Petersen,
Mark Simone, Lou Vitelli, David & Yolanda Yanez, and those who serve our country both at home
and abroad
On-Going Prayer Concerns: Andy Blanton, Pat Bode, Barbara Boyd, Annette Clausen, Caylin,
Katy & Kay Corlee, Terri Elwess, Ida FitzGerald, Chris Frederiksen, Debbie Fritts, Patrice Fuller,
Chris Gideon, Sheldon & Pat Green, Jennifer Howell, Michael Jech, Robert & Gail Jennings,
Gladys Jorgensen, Joe Martin, Bobby McGee, Sarah Monedero, Brian Merrick, Denise Morris,
Barbara & Charles Osborn, Marie Ostertag, Myra Petersen, Doyle Phillips, Joyce Purvis, Audrey
Robinson, Jesse Tovar and Robert Workman

Thank You
From Domestic Violence Solutions
Dear Friends,
On behalf of Domestic Violence Solutions for Santa Barbra County and the families we serve, we
thank you for your support! Your generous gift of $185.40 (Our March Noisy Offering) represents the
promise of a home-life free of violence and families as well as a commitment on behalf of DVS to put
all of our efforts toward ending the intergenerational cycle of violence.
We apply the fund we receive to provide comfort and security to our clients throughout Santa Barbara
County. We purchase new household amenities for our families at all shelters including beds and appliances. We invest in training for all of our staff, and improve our security and information systems.
This work, supported by donors like you, has been rewarding and highly productive.
Thank you again,
Jan Campbell
Executive Director

VBS Photos
- Ron Walsh, photographer
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Sunday

7
9 am & 11 am Worship:CH
10 am Coffee Time &
Produce Table
14

Monday

Tuesday

1

2

6:30 pm Tai
Chi:PH
8 pm AA: FR
8

6:30 pm Tai
Chi:PH
8 pm AA: FR
15

9 & 11am Worship:CH 6:30 pm Tai
10 am Coffee Hour & Chi:PH
Produce Table
8 pm AA: FR
Brown Bag Breakfasts
Packing:PH

Wedn’day

Thursday

Friday

Sat’day

7 pm Mankind
Project:FR
7 pm Yoga:PH

3
9:30 am Staff Mtg:
OFC
6 pm Pest Control
on-site

4 Independence Day
OFC & BPSAS
are closed.

5
6
OFC &
BPSAS are
closed.

9

10

11

12

13

7 pm Yoga:PH

9:30 am Staff
Mtg:OFC
12:45 pm
Quilting:PH

7 pm Theo
Pub: Solvang
Brewing Co.

17
9:30 am Staff Mtg:
OFC

18
10:30 am
Communion,
& Gather
Bible Study:AV
7 pm Council
Meeting: OFC

19

20

12 noon
Beacon
Deadline:
OFC

2 pm
Vesper
Brown
Party:FR

16
2 pm Book
Group: PH
7 pm Mankind
Project:FR
7 pm Yoga:PH

21
9 & 11am Worship:
CH
10 am Coffee Hour &
Produce Table

22
23
5:15 pm Grief
Group: SME
6:30 pm Tai
Chi:PH
7 pm Yoga:PH
8 pm AA: FR

24
9:00 am Support the
Troops:PH
9:30 am Staff Mtg:
OFC

25
2 pm BPSAS
Brd Mtg:PH
6 pm Movie:
PH

26

27

28
9 & 11 am Worship &
Noisy Offering:CH
10 am Coffee Hour &
Produce Table
5 pm Potluck:FR

29

31

FR = Fireside
Rm
OFC = Office
PH = Parish
Hall
CH = Church

BPSAS =
Preschool
& AfterSchool
AV = Atterdag
Village

SME = St.
Mark’s
Episcopal

6:30 pm Tai
Chi:PH
8 pm AA: FR

30

7 pm Yoga:PH

9:30 am Staff Mtg:
OFC
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Help us on July 14th
at 10 am by packing
or buying items to
the left.

