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We have received some questions about the prayers on Sunday during 
worship service, so I’m posting what was written in the September Bea-
con about the policy council has voted on regarding the prayers in 
church. Before you read on, I’d like to highlight a few things:  

This requires more participation by church members and I really believe 
this is a positive. Prayers in church should be communal. This new poli-
cy facilitates a more communal approach in two ways. It asks that mem-
bers be more proactive about adding folks to the list that is read out 
loud. If there are people in your life in need of immediate prayer, please 
make sure you are calling the office and making sure they are there. 
We’ve gone from a list of about 40 people on Sunday to three, which 
means people are not calling the office to put people on the list that is 
read aloud. The second way is the space during the service for congre-

gants to say the names of people they want to pray for silently, or out loud. At this point, only the wor-
ship assistant and myself have been doing this. Again, prayers in church are meant to be communal 
so I encourage all of us to move past the fear of speaking in church, and please say the names of 
those we wish to lift up to God.  

This new policy asks all of us as church members to be more engaged with what’s going on with 
those for whom we’re praying. Many people have been on the prayer list for so long that we’re not re-
ally sure what’s happening with their health, recovery, decline, etc. While we might know what’s going 
on in particular with those for whom we add to the list, the rest of the church does not. It becomes far 
more significant when a name is added to the list after not being there for a little bit, which then en-
courages questions about what’s going on and how we, as the larger Bethania community, can pray 
at home and be more supportive.  

All names of people for whom we are praying, both immediate and ongoing, will be listed in the Bea-
con each month. There has been some concern from people about not knowing who to pray for be-
cause it’s not listed in the weekly bulletin. Again, this asks for a more participatory and proactive 
stance from all of us as church members to see what those names are each month and keep those 
people in our personal prayers.  

Finally, if you have any questions or concerns, please come talk to me. This is all part of a larger 
hope to create a more invigorating prayer life for the church, so if you have questions or concerns, 
let’s talk.  

Sunday Prayer Policy 

Council has voted on a more simplified way of listing those we’re praying for on Sunday, and hopeful-
ly in our every day life. Unfortunately, the list of people we pray for each week is growing beyond the 
capacity of our Sunday service, and we’d like to extend how we pray beyond that service. With that in 
mind, what council has voted on is as follows:  
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1) We will be praying aloud for people on the immediate prayer lists. There will be a small space for 
congregants to say silently or aloud other folks they want to keep in prayer.  

2) Folks will be on the immediate prayer list for Sundays for up to two weeks and then removed. This 
is to give space for people who are diagnosed with an illness, have a surgery coming up, have a 
worsened condition, who have passed, who want to celebrate a moment of thanksgiving, etc. Howev-
er, people can always be added again to the immediate prayer list.  

3) All prayers, both immediate and ongoing, will be in the Beacon every month. I highly encourage 
you to keep all of these folks in your prayers.  

In addition to these parameters, I think we, as a community, need to explore prayer further in general. 
I preached on various ways we can experience prayer and I think some of those ways need to be in-
corporated more into our regular church life. Some things I’d like to explore is the creation of a prayer 
garden where we could not only have specialized prayer services, but where we could also leave ad-
ditional prayer petitions. I would also like to explore the creation of a prayer labyrinth on our property 
where not only church members, but the community at large could come and immerse themselves in 
prayer.  

I know this new policy is going to create some consternation, so please if you have concerns, reach 
out to me. While the prayer list is changing on Sunday services, I would actually like to use this as an 
opportunity for how we can expand our experience of prayer as a church.  

Yours in Christ,  
Pastor Chris  

Bethania’s New App 

Bethania now has its own smartphone application that you can get from any 
smartphone. Just go to either the App Store or Google Play on your phone and 
search for “Bethania Church”. You should see this logo. It’s free to download and 
will have regular information about worship, giving, upcoming events, and other 
resources. If you have any questions about how to download it or operate it, 
please talk to Pastor Chris. 

Theology Pub 

Theology Pub meets on Nov. 14 at 7pm at Solvang Brew, around the fire pit. No exper-
tise required – just an open mind and appetite!  
 

Book Group 

Book Group meets Nov. 19 at 2pm in the Parish Hall. We are continuing “Finding God 
in the Waves” and discussing chapters 4 through 7.   



Youth and Family Ministry 

Happy Fall Bethania, 

We need acolytes! Parents and guardians please contact me to help fill the upcoming Sundays. 
  
Youth Lock-In will be Friday, Nov. 8 @ 7pm to the next morning @ 9am. Dinner and breakfast will be 
provided.  

Youth will be meeting Sunday, Nov. 10th @ 3 pm-5 pm.  Any student in 6th grade through high school 
is welcome to join. Whether looking to expand their education in faith or make friends, they are wel-
come!  

The Youth Rummage Sale will be Saturday, Nov. 23, 2019. We need lots of help to organize, sell and 
clean up. Youth, families and any volunteers needed for: 

 Wednesday, Nov. 20 @ 5 pm for collecting  
 Thursday, Nov. 21 @ 5 pm for collecting  
 Friday Nov. 22 @ 5 pm for pricing (no more collections) 
 Saturday, Nov. 23 @ 7:30 am-12 pm for selling  
 Sunday, Nov. 24 @ 10 am for clean up  

We accept gently used: clothes on hangers, shoes, art work, kitchen supplies, home decor, toys, 
sporting equipment, accessories, office supplies, movies, holiday decor, furniture.  

We cannot accept: books, bedding, broken items, undergarments, stained or torn clothing/shoes.  

The Interfaith Thanksgiving Service youth readers are needed for Tuesday, Nov. 22 at 7 pm at St. 
Marks-In-The-Valley Episcopal Church.  

Sunday School is taught during the 11 am-12 pm service. We have dedicated classrooms set for ages 
2, 3, 4, 5 and Grades 1st-5th.  

Sunday School will not meet:  Nov. 24  Dec. 29th  Jan. 19th   
      Feb. 16th  April 19th  May 24th 

Please contact me for scheduling or questions.  

Blessings, 
Livier (Liv-EE-air) Ghamari-Brown 
Director of Youth & Family Ministry 
(909)962-9366 
livierghamari@yahoo.com 
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Ministry in the Community and Around the World 

Noisy Sunday: Making Change Count 

The next “Noisy Sunday” is coming on Nov. 24.  Our donations from the offering will help purchase 
Angel Gifts for the children at Iglesia Luterana Santa Cruz (see related article). 

What will our donations be used towards? 

Donations on Noisy Sunday will help us kick start the purchase of Christmas gifts for impoverished 
children who attend Iglesia Luterana Santa Cruz in Santa Maria. The church provides the “wish lists” 
and we provide the Angels who try to fill the requests. Any amount, large or small, is much appreciat-
ed so that we can purchase clothing, jackets, blankets, and shoes in addition to toys for these chil-
dren. 

We all really “make change for the better” with the Noisy Sunday! So bring your coins and make 
some noise on Nov. 24. Together, we can CHANGE a child’s world! 

– Linda Marzullo 

Brown Bag Senior Breakfast Packing Day is coming: 
Set Up: Saturday, Nov. 2, 6 pm 

Packing: Sunday, Nov. 3 at coffee hour 

Mark your calendar to help us pack brown bag breakfast items for needy local seniors on Sunday, 
Nov. 3rd during the coffee hour in the Parish Hall. We can also use help setting up for the packing on 
Saturday night, Nov. 2 at 6 pm. 

Our little brown bags are for SYV seniors who need to take medications in the morning with food, and 
would otherwise have nothing to eat with their pills due to financial constraints or physical limitations. 

You can also help out by donating any of the following items: 

Soft Granola/Cereal Bars      Oatmeal Packets (Protein type) 
Instant Cup of Soup/Lunch or Noodles    Fruit Cups or Applesauce 
Muffins or Baked Goods       Pudding (non-refrigerated) 
 (individually plastic sealed, such as Hostess)  Protein Drinks (e.g. Ensure or Atkins) 
Small Juice Boxes or Plastic Bottles of Fruit Juices   Protein Bars 
 (such as Apple, Cranberry, Orange) 

A big “thank you” to Viking Charities of Solvang and people who have used their Thrivent Action 
funds to help support our packing needs at this event. 

Make a difference in the health and happiness of someone living right here by packing a bag or do-
nating a few items. Thank you! 

–Linda Marzullo 
Chairman, Social Ministry Committee 
805-688-5219, 805-688-3059 or vikingpressprint@verizon.net 
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Produce Table Closing for the Season 

The Produce Table is coming to a close for the season.  Any Sunday in November may be the last 
Sunday of the season with whatever is still available.  If our gardeners have more produce we will go 
a couple of weeks.  If you have been “operating on credit,” please make your final contribution for the 
Produce Table.  All donations have benefited the ELCA World Hunger Program and local hunger con-
cerns here in the Santa Ynez Valley. 

Coming Up at Bethania and Beyond!!!! 
 

Daylight Saving Time Ends at 2:00 am Sunday, Nov. 3 

Remember to “Fall Back.”  Turn your clocks back 1 hour at bedtime on Saturday, Nov. 2.  
And, be ready for worship on Sunday, Nov. 3. 

BLCW Favors for Meals On Wheels 

On Sunday, Nov.  10 during coffee hour everyone is invited to participate in the making of fall tray fa-
vors for the Meals-On-Wheels Program. 

The favors brighten the trays of the meal recipients.  All materials needed will be furnished.  Bring 
your coffee over to the project tables and participate in letting others know we care about them. 

Gather Bible Study 

Thursday, Nov. 21 at 10:30 am - Atterdag Lounge in Bldg. 14 - Atterdag Village of Solvang 

Topic: “Stewarding the Gift of Joy” 
Psalm 30 and Song of Solomon 2 

This study is in the November issue of “Gather” magazine, pp. 22-27.   
All are welcome! 

All Saints’ Sunday on Nov. 3 

We will remember people from our community who died between Nov. 1, 2018 and Oct. 31, 2019. We 
will be lighting candles for the following people: 

 Steen Pedersen  Carol Burtness  Bill Petersen  Agda Senn 
 Teddi Steyer   Maria Livier Gomez  Helen Nielsen Hans Knudsen 
 Howard Petersen  Tony Bell   David Eck  Gordon LaBarge 
 Hans Birkholm  Barbara Klassen  Barbara Boyd Hank Simonsen 
 Myra Petersen  All others 



Dia De Los Muertos 

Dia de Los Muertos is also a time when we remember our 
loved ones who died at anytime not just the last year.   The 
altar will be set up from Oct. 27-Nov. 3.   Please feel to bring 
in a picture of a loved one or a favorite memento.  We also 
will remember our pets as well.   
 

 

St. Mark’s-in-the-Valley will host the annual Interfaith Thanksgiv-
ing service this year at 7 pm on Nov. 26. All are invited to join 
leaders and participants of various faith expressions around grati-
tude. The service will be in St. Mark’s sanctuary with refresh-
ments and snacks to follow.  

Church Business 

Church Council  
October 2019 Meeting 

The October monthly Council meeting was held at 7 pm on Oct. 17, 2019.  Members present were 
Pastor Chris, Stewart Fries, Carolyn Schuit, Ann Tucker and Ron Walsh.  Emily Abello, Wendy, Bevi-
er, Bridget Cassara, and Carolyn Schuit were not present for the meeting.  Also attending was Annal-
isa Nearn. 

Council members received a report from the Preschool Committee Chair, Annalisa Nearn, as part of 
the on-going program of inviting committee chairs to make presentations about their committees to 
the church council. 

Council members present discussed a variety of topics including: 

-False shooting alert at Solvang School and coordinating notification efforts in the future 
-The Push-Pay App is being launched and is ready for people to download 
-Code of Conduct Inventory has been completed 
-Debrief on October Fest celebration held on Oct. 13 
-Coordination of Coffee Hour hosting 
-Debrief of lay minister services conducted on Oct. 20 
-The need for an updated nursery care job description 
-Review of draft Bethania Preschool & After School Care 2020 Budget 
-Review of draft Bethania Operational 2020 Budget 
-Special “Blessing of the Animals” service to be held Oct. 20 at 5 pm 
-Fall Congregational Meeting scheduled for Nov. 17 

The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, Nov. 21, 2019. 

The Peace of Christ be with you all, 
Stewart Fries, Bethania Council President 
805-245-0041 

Interfaith Thanksgiving 
Service

Nov. 26, 2019



Treasurer’s Report for September 2019 

Balance Sheet: 

The cash position for the end of September was a negative $4,888.  We transferred $4,000 from the 
money market fund, and received checks from the preschool and cemetery for their share of liability 
insurance.  That made up the difference.  We did hold checks for several days while transfers were 
made.  All checks have now been paid with no late fees or penalties incurred. 

The money market fund was reduced due to transfers and paying for improvements to the parsonage.  
(These funds were designated funds for the express purpose of updating the parsonage) 

All liabilities are current, with the usual exception of the pension liability, and the church has no long 
or short term debt. 

The balance sheet remains strong in spite of the cash shortfall. 

Profit & Loss - Budget Performance 

Income: 

Offering income for the month was up by $1,827 and total income for the month over the budget by 
$1,316.  Year to date offerings were over budget by $1,742. 

Other receipts were over budget by $936. 

Total income year to date is at 97% of budget. 

Expenses: 

Salaries and benefits were on budget for the month, but over budget for the first 9 months by 5%. 

Staff expenses year to date are under budget by 21%. 

Office administration was over budget, largely due to the printing of the surveys used for the long 
range plan. 

Property expenses for the month are over budget by $951 and for the year to date are over budget by 
$6,460.  This overage is largely due to increased custodial costs, and outside maintenance costs. 

Utilities are over budget year to date by 5%. 

All other expenses are at or below budget. 

Overall: Expenses over revenue by $3,614 for the month. 

We need to be aware that this is the second month in a row we had to transfer funds from the money 
market fund to the general checking account to meet expenses.  It should also be noted that we have 
a limited amount of cash reserves we can draw from for the next several months (less than $8,000).   

- Rob Walsh, Treasurer 



Social Ministry Meets Nov. 11 at 6 pm 

Our next meeting of the Social Ministry Committee will be held Monday, Nov. 11 at 6 pm in the Fire-
side Room. 

Agenda items include: 

 Review of Brown Bag Breakfast packing and grant applications 
 Getting ready for Christmas Angel Gift time 
 Report on donations to Iglesia Luterana Santa Cruz and the Produce Table 

If you are able to help or have any ideas, please contact me and let me know. Everyone is invited to 
these planning meetings – we are all involved in being the hands and feet of Jesus to the world. 

–Linda Marzullo, Chairman, Social Ministry 
805-688-5219, 805-688-3059 or vikingpressprint@verizon.net 

In Our Hearts, In Our Prayers 

We uplift in prayer the following people in our congregation and community.  May we minister and 
bless all who need God’s help. 

 The family and loved ones of Hank Simonsen.  Hank died Oct. 20, 2019. 
 The family and loved ones of Barbara Boyd, Pam Anderson’s mother. 
 The family and loved ones of Barbara Klassen, Peggy Kelly’s mother.   
  Barbara died May 5, 2019. 
 The family and loved ones of Myra Petersen.  Myra died Oct. 27, 2019. 

Andy Blanton, Brianna Ceballos, Denise Chaboya, Annette Clausen, Caylin, Katy & Kay Corlee, 
Kerstin Emerson, Ida FitzGerald, Chris Frederiksen, Debbie Fritts, Jenie Galindo, Chris Gideon, 
Sheldon & Pat Green, Kathy Hackler, Marion Hallum, John Halloway, “Hank,” Belle Hoger, Jen-
nifer Howell, Glen Jacobsen, Michael Jech, Robert & Gail Jennings, Alma Lancaster, Betsy & 
Steve Logan, Joe Martin, Loretta McConnell, Stella Miller, Brian Merrick, Denise Morris, Denny 
Norrenbrock, Barbara & Charles Osborn, Marie Ostertag, Kate Pearrson, Bob Petersen (brother 
of Tom), Chèle Ludwig Petersen, Doyle Phillips, Joyce Purvis, Tim Reed, Craig Schorr, Jesse To-
var, Lou Vitelli, Robert Workman, David & Yolanda Yanez, and those who serve our country both 
at home and abroad 

Thank You Received 

Dear Bethania,  

Thank you so much for awarding me with the scholarship (Endowment Fund).  It really means a 
lot to me.  This is my second year in college and I am attending Alan Hancock College.  This al-
ready has been a very hectic year and I currently just switched my major to wine and viticulture.  I 
am very excited for this path and I will be applying to universities this fall!   

Sincerely,  
Kurt Beehler 



Photos 

Landscaping on the corner of Laurel and Atter-
dag and in front of the Church Office 

Photos by Ron Walsh 

 

 

Oktoberfest  
Photos by Ron Walsh 

 



 

Blessing of the Animals 
Photos by Marilyn Larsen 

Halloween Party 
Photos by Kristyl Downey



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Sat’day
FR = Fireside Rm 
OFC = Office 
PH = Parish Hall 
CH = Church 
BPSAS = Preschool & 
AfterSchool

AV = Atter-
dag Village 
SME = St. 
Mark’s  
Episcopal

RS =  
Rummage 
Sale

1 2 
6 pm Set-Up 
for Brown 
Bag Break-
fasts:PH 
Turn clocks 
back  1 hr. at 
bedtime.

3 All Saints’ Sunday 
2 am Daylight Saving 
Time Ends. 
9:30 & 11am 
Worship:CH 
10:30 Coffee Hour, 
Brown Bag Breakfasts 
& Produce Table 
11 am Sunday School

4 
6:30 pm Tai 
Chi:PH 
7 pm Worship 
& Music 
mtg:OFC 
8 pm AA: FR

5 

7 pm Mankind 
Project: FR 
7 pm Yoga:PH 

6 
9:30 am Staff 
Mtg:OFC 
11:30 am & 3:30 
pm Chapel:CH 
7 pm Choir 
Practice:PH

7 8 9

10 
9:30 & 11am 
Worship:CH 
10:30 Coffee Hour, 
Making Favors, Pro-
duce Table 
11 am Sunday School 
3-5 pm Youth 
Group:FR 

11 

6 pm 
Soc.Min:FR 
6:30 pm Tai 
Chi:PH 
8 pm AA: FR

12 

7 pm Yoga:PH 

13 
9:30 am Staff 
Mtg: OFC 
11:30 am & 3:30 
pm Chapel:CH 
12:45 pm Quilt-
ing:PH 
7 pm Choir 
Practice:PH

14 
9:30 am Conf. 
Clergy Mtg:PH 
2 pm BPSAS:PH 
7 pm Theo Pub: 
Solvang Brew-
ing Co. 

15 16 

Craft Sale

17 

9:30 am Worship:CH 
10:30 Coffee Hour & 
Produce Table 
11 am Annual Meet-
ing, pt. 1:PH 

18 

5:15 pm Grief 
Group: SME 
6:30 pm Tai 
Chi:PH 
8 pm AA: FR

19 

2 pm Book 
Group: PH 

7 pm Yoga:PH

20 
9:00 am Support 
the Troops:PH 
9:30 am Staff 
Mtg: OFC 
11:30 am & 3:30 
pm Chapel:CH 
5 pm RS Set-Up: 
PH 
7 pm Choir:CH

21 
10:30 Bible 
Study:AV 
11 am Com-
munion:AV 
5 pm RS Set-Up: 
PH 
7 pm Council 
Meeting: OFC

22 

12 noon 
Beacon 
Dead-
line: OFC 
5 pm RS 
Pricing: 
PH

23 
7:30 am -  
12 noon 
Rummage 
Sale:PH

24 
9:30 & 11 am Worship 
& Noisy Offering :CH 
10 am RS Clean-Up: 
PH 
10:30 Coffee Hour & 
Produce Table 

25 

6:30 pm Tai 
Chi:PH 
8 pm AA: FR

26 

7 pm Yoga:PH 
7 pm Interfaith 
Thanks:SME 

27 28 

Thanksgiving 
OFC & BPSAS 
are closed.

29 
OFS & 
BPSAS 
are 
closed.

30

November

Youth Lock-In:FR
7 pm ———-9 am
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